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INTRODUCTION

While a number of short articles and histories of Silver Reef
have been written, they tend either to be anecdotal in character or to
emphasize the merely sensational aspects of the mining camp. These
writings have failed to investigate some of the most basic sources of
informatim concerning this highly interesting mining epic in' Southern
Utah. Therefore, there remains a real need for a thoroughly reaea_rched
a.nd documented history of Silver Reef -;- 8 need that thié thesis tries
to meet,

Comments about Silver Reef are scently recorded in Mormon pioneer
diaries, journals and records, James G. Bleak, Mormon historian for the
Southern Utah colonies, makes only passing mention of the cppsidgrable
Gentile population in this isolated area. The close contacts lbetween
the two peoples were real enough, and could not be avoided; thua, they
should not be ignored. However, Bleak probably comnsidered Silver Reef
not only outside his assignment but also outside hiﬂ;*in_'_pere__ats. The
Si_lver Ree:_f_’ _"boom was only_ & passing episode which lay primarily outs ide
the pioneers’' goals and dreams. Nevertheless, valuable information has
been gleaned from Mormon sources, although even modern Mormon writers have
ignored or minimized the Mormon-Gentile conflicts of Silver Reef perhaps
to avoid embarrasament on either side., Research has revealed no personal
records of the miners deposited in libraries and archives in Utah, but
further investigation, if possible, amongst privately-owned papers may

uncover such records. However, it is likely that they are sparse,



Although the writer has been able to find few personal records
relating to Silver Reef, a wealth of information has been found in news-

papers and mining Jjournals. The Sllver Reef Echo and the Silver Reef

Miner, newspapers printed in the town, have been most valuable sources

because in that era of personal, no-holds-barred Jjournalism they show
much flavor and feeling that is absent in modern periodicals, The

Pioche Record of Nevada filled in many items that transpired before the

Silver Reef papers were established, A few residents of Silver Reef
and Leeds have written articles of considerable velue to this writer as
were also the interviews with a number of persons who lived at Silver
Reef, The Harrisburg Mining District Records have disclosed pertinent

Information concerning the origin of the mines,.

With the above brief introduction to the problem, then, this
thesis attempts to present a social, political, economic hlstory of
the boom years of Silver Reef, with special attention to the situation

of & non-Mormon community surrounded by a Mormon ploneer population,



CHAPTER 1

During the brief period between 1876 and 1890 Silver Reef was
considered one of the most lively mining camps in Utah. The story of
1,500 hardy miners and camp followers locating in an isolated Mormon

area is noteworthy in the annals of Southern Utah history,

Locality and Description
Silver Reef is situated in Washington County, southwestern Utah,

about two miles north of the little farming community of Leeds and
eighteen miles northeast of St. George., It can be reached by leaving
Intersﬁé.te Highway #15 just north of Leeds. Only two habitable buildings
stand today 1ﬁ this ghost town: the Rice Building the stately old
Wells Fargo Building. Many rock foundations of the business district

of the once bustling mining camp have survived, although time has almost
obliterated the streets.

The town whose streets were paved by nature was built on a
boulder-covered ridge., It is located at an elevation approximately
4,000 feet. "Juat_ north of the ghost town is the beautiful blue Pine
Valleyﬂoﬁntain rising some 10,324 feet above sea level, capped by more
than 3,000 feet c;f semi-crystaline material (trachyte-porphyry) which

1

once was molt_en lava. About four miles south of Silver Reef is the

1prthur F, Bruhn, Your Guide to Southern Utah's of Color
(Salt Lake City: Wheelright Lithographing Company, 1952), p. 34. See
map of Washington County, Utah, Appendix E.



Virgin River, running in a southwestern direction.

The silver-bearing sandstones of the area, in a geological sense,
are emong the most interesting mineral deposits ever discovered., "They
contain the only known occurrence of commerical bodies of silver ore in
sandstone in the United States,,"e They also contain deposits of copper,
venadium, uranium and very small traces of gold.

Bruhn states tha.t “The silver;bearing sandstone of Silver Reef
was expos'_ed at the surface by the action of compressional forces, which
operated from the east and west in such a manner that the earth’s crust
was bent upward in a megnificent fold or anticline ."3 Erosion has worn
avay the dome of this anticline, leaving prominent hogbacks on either
siée. Thig 18 known ag the virgin anticline, Silver-bearing sandstone
lies on three sides of the anticline; viz., on the east, north and
west of Leeds with the open end to the southwest. .The protruding ribs
are called reefs. The most prominent of these reefs is the White
Reef, which forms the west side of the horseshoe. Underlying the White
Reef is the Buckeye Beef and under it the Butte Reef. The east side of
the horseshoe 1s called the East Reef. It was from these reefs that the
rich sandston___e sllver was taken. On the extreme muth end of the East

Reef no silver has been found; while on the west side, low grade ore has

®Paul Dean Proctor, "Geology of the Silver Reef (Harrisburg)
Mining District, Washington County, Uteh,” Utah Geological and Mineral-
ogical Survey Affiliated with the College of Mines and Mineral Industries,
Bulletin 44, (Salt Lake City: The University of Utah, April;, 1953), p. %.

3Bruhn, op. ¢it.



bggp_ found in plages | up to and pest the towns of Harrisburg eand St.
George, & _dist,ancg of over twenty milea,

- The town of Silver Reef was situated near to and just east of the
White Reef and the Buckeye Reef. These two reefs had the i*ichsst mines
in the area. Between these two reefs ran the little mountain stream known
es Quall Creek, Its waters have been used for irrigation of the fields

of Leeds since its founding,

Climate

The Silver Reef region is semi-arid; the winters are mild, allowing
for the __cul_'l:iv:at_ion__ of figs, pomegranetes, almonds, pecans and other

crops that require a mj.ld climate., The summers are hot, with the tempera-
ture rising sbove 100°, "Rainfall at Anderson's Ranch, two miles north

of Leeds, averages 12,69 inches per year over & twenty-seven year period."5

Hietoricq.} Bac _

For & bet_ter understanding of the factors influencing this study
of Silver Reef, and in order to see the social and economic influence
it had on Southern Utah; it is necessary to study the early history of
the area,

As early as 1849, Southern Utah was explored under the direction
of Governor B;*ighm Young with view to its occupation and settlement,

Between 1854 and 1861, most of the present towns of Washington County were

,"'Charles M. Rolker, "The Silver Reef District, Southern Utah,”

The Engineering and Mining Journal, XXIX, No. 1 (Jan, 10, 1880), pp. 25-6.



Be:l:'tled by pionee:s of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter--day Saints,

The ho‘b af:l.d climate wes soon found quitable for the c\ﬂfivation of
cptton and 'by 1861 The sparse IHprmon out-post aettlep;e.nts. inthe ;fe_gihoni
were reinforced by a major drive to develop cotton production. In that
year Brigham Young ca.lled over three hundr_ed men and their fa.milies to
settle in communities along the Virgin River end to build e new town,
St. Gporgeﬁ St. George soon be(:me the largest community in the area,
with a population in 1870 éi’ 1,111-2.7

The settlers began at once to grow cotton, but soon found that
most of their land wes needed to raise food, Their story of hardship
is one of the heroic ,episodga of Utah history. Their attempts to Hcigntrol
the Virgin River end bring its waters to the lend for irrigation were
fraught with contimual difficulty and expense, They suffered crop losses
from gra;ssml_mp;;ers, lack of water and early frosts. With the coming of
the railroad and the end of the Civil War, cotton no longer held promise
&5 & money crop, It could be produced much Cheaper elsewhere; money
was scarce, _Almoat all trading wﬁ.s é.cme in kind; even taxes were paid

with produce .'8

This economic herdship was somewhat relieved by the introduction

of grape growing and wine making., Wine particularly found a ready market

6andrew Karl Larson, I Was Celled to Dixle (Salt Lake City: The
Deseret News Press, 1961) ; Pe 102,

THazel Bradshaw (ed.) Under Dixie Sun (Panquitch, Utah: Garfield
County HOWB, 1950), P- ,'"371

BAnﬂrew Karl Larson, The Red Hille of November: A Pioneer Biograph
of Utah's Cotton Town (Sa.lt Lake City: Deseret News Press, 1957), p. 165.




in the nearby mining town of Pioche, Nevade, which became active about
1865, Wine making was encouraged by the Church authorities in order to
relieve the extreme poverty in the area, While addressing the Relief
Society of 8t. George in 1874 Brigham Young declared:
Gather the grapes, have a few general places at which to make
wine, First, by lightly pressing make a white wine., Then give a
heavier pressing and make colored wine, Then barrel up this wine;

and , if my counsgl is taken, the wine will not be drunk here, but
will be exported.

Supplying the mines with produce became an important source of cash

income for the small struggling Mormon communities of Southern Utah.

Bacm- Oun_d_ of Mining

The story of mining in the early days of Utah is unique. This is
largely due to the teachings and practices of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints which were under constant criticism during this
period, Brigham Young, President of the Church, was the most powerful
figure in Utah and a number of the Federal authorities of the territory
saw him as a usurper of their authority. They felt that the Church
had tpo much power over its members and they worked actively to put down
Mormon control, Colonel Patrick Edward Connor, who in 1862 occupied Utah
with & small detaahnent of California volunteeré , saw mining as an
opportunity to break Mormon control of 'the region, He believed that

precious metals could be found in Utah and when round they would attract

9James G. Bleak, "Annsls of the Southern Utah Mission, Book A" (MS

typewritten copy, Br:lghan Young Oniversity Libra.ry) » P 254, Hereafter
cited as Bleak, Annals,



enough pecple into the territory to render the Mormon vote ineffective;
thus taking local control from the hands of the Mormons, ' In a letter to
Colonel R, C. Drum, San Fransisco, da.t.éd July 21, 1864, he said:

As set forth in former communications, my policy in this territory
had been to invite hither a large Gentile and loyal population,
sufficient by peaceful means and through the ballot box to overwhelm
the Mormons by mere force of number, and thus wrest from the Church,
disloyal and traitorous to the core, and absolute and tyrannical
control of temporal and civil affairs, or at least a population
numerous enough to put a check on the Mormon authorities,

That Colonel Connor was serious in his attempt to develop this

theory, 1s attested to by the following:

Connor was anxjous to promote mining in the region, not only to
uncover mineral wealth but to induce the entry of non-Mormons., . .
He guaranteed protection to prospectors and even ordered that
"soldiers of the several posts be allowed to prospect for mines,
when such course shall not interfere with the due and proper per-
formence of thelr military duties.” Connor himself discovered several
mines and organized mining companies and mining districts, After his
releasel{ron the Army in 1866, he pursued mining interests in the
region,

This startéd a keen rivalry and a mission for mining in Utah which

between 1865 and 1882 opened almost every important ore deposit in Utah

primari{ly by Connor's men,
On the other hand, Brigham Young seems to have included in his
plans for colonization the twin goals of isolation and self-sufficiency.

Isolation would permit the Church to avoid persecution; self-sufficiency

105 . H. Roberts, A C ry of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints (Salt Lake City: Deseret News Press, 1930),
Y, p. 61, — -
llLeBoy R. Hafen and Carl Coke Rister, Western America, the
Exploration, Settlement and Development of the Region Beyond the
Mississippi (second edition; New York: Prentice-Hall, Inc.), p. 346,




was the key to 'building the economic ki;;gc_ion_ of the Sain:l‘.s .'12 He
promoted the mining oit iron, co;lﬁ_a'ndﬂ base metals, but precious metal
mining with its consequent boou; and rushes was acj:iv_ely discouraged and
opposed, He did not propose to =~1#_.1{5’1_?_9 the Saints turn away from the plan
of colonization and settlement vital to the “building of the Kingdom"
to follow manna to t.lw gold fields, DBrigham Toung hed s;wceurully
stopped any largg ac-a.l_e Mq_::npn _.pe.r'l;;igi?at_ipn ;[__n the Ca_lifornia. gold rush,

| IThe ;other mining ca.np of Silver Beef*_ was Pioche in Lincoln County,
Nevada. Most of the miners of Silver Reef came from Ploche, and the
Horlon;-G_e_ntile‘atl_paphere tha.t later existed in Southern Utah was set by
the contact they hed had in Ploche.'3

Mormon settlers in the Ploche area were the first to discover

silver theré bu£ no QQvglque-p} was _atjb_egpted iuent-i_l_ golonel _ Connor__ sent
- a aetgchnent_ of men into the area 'Ht.j::shp;ﬂ:)ﬂ;»&t:ﬂ:1.1h Then it seems that the

Saints decided to locate claims in an attempt to keep the Gentiles out.

In the Ploche Record we find the following:
. . o and in order to get the balance of power in the district
they suddenly turned miners, and Erastus Snow the Mormon high priest
of Southern Utah came from St. George, accompanied by a host of
"Saints,” and proceeded immediately upon their 'agriml to locate the
country . . . and thus crowd out the Gentilea.l

12Members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints will
be referred to as Mormons or Saints throughout this paper; non-members will
be referred to as Gentiles,

13pioche Recoid; December 10, 1876. This newspaper was published =

JJJJJJ

YBleak, Aunals, pp. 160-62.
15~P

ioche Record, op. cit.
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In accordance with Mormon practice, the locations were laid out in
squares but all the locations were declared irregular by the Gentiles and
thus were droppec .16 There were feelings between the Mormons and non-
Mormons as 2 requ.t ___which ended with the Mormon farmers having to leave
the country, In spite of this poor relationship, Pioche in time proved
to be an economic ray of gupshing to an impoverished southern Utah,
Althpugh__ the mketm limited and a great distance away, Pioche pro-
vided the best outlet for the Mormon farmers ' produce, Wine, fruit,
vegetables, livestock, a.nd timber i’qund ready buyers at Pioche, It was

not 'lo;;g___berore _thjrgi economic a_c_:_ti?ity_ becm__ even more _1ntenae as the

disco_ve_ry _o:? the Silver Reef shifted it nearer the center of the Mormon

settlements,

| lsThoms‘Hinckly"Thbnpsén, Reproduction of Thompson and Wests Histor
of Nevada 1881 with &n introduction by David F. Myrick (Berkeley: Howell-

North, 1958), p. 476,




- THE HARRISBURG MINING DISTRICT

The l_:l_;tt'le mountain stream called Quail Creek_ first attracted the

Mormon settlers to the area around Silver Reef. Near the point where
this creek runs into the Virgin River, Moses Harris made a settlement in

the spring of 1859.1 Two years later the gsettlers moved further up the

creek and oc-_cnpied & B8ite known a8 Harrisburg. This little farming
community's resources were few and were limited by lack of good land and
wvater, By 1864 there were only 128 souls living in Harrisburg, cultiva-
ting a paltry thirty-seven acres of land.2 In seeking more land the
gettlers moved about three miles to another area also watered by Quail
Creek which beceme known as Leeﬂ5.3 By 1870 Leeds had a population of
one hundred and four persons .h

An accidental discovery made by John Kemple was a;'mn to change
the peaceful atmosphere of all the small struggling Mormon towns of
Southern Utah, He ceame from Montene in 1866 with a herd of horses and

stayed for the winter in Harrisburg at the home of Orson B. Adams 7

]"Marietf.a M. Mariger, Saga of Three Towns (St. George: Washington
County News, /n. 4./), ». 7.

2
Bleak, Annals, p. 167.

3"”1331', QE- E_;E-., P 251

hBrathw, ﬂ. EEE-’ P. 120.
D,

o Marietta M, Mariger, personal interview, Leeds, Utah, July 28,
1962, She lived at Leeds during the Silver Reef boom knew person-
ally Orson B. Adams,
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Kemple, on experienced prospector, had ssseying equipment with hi, and
spent consideresble time in the area prospecting. In 1868, purely by
accident, he found silver _:1oat near Harrisburg that assayed over
$17,000 to the ton; hovever, he hed difficulty in locating its source.
In 1870 he discovered mineral on tl:{e_ White Reef which is near Harrisburg
and Leeds.® His findings vers unique in that silver vas fousd n sand-
stone, which at that time was considered impossible.’ This fact slowed
down the process of locating the rich source of his samples. Kemple
could not find & vein vhich he knew to have silver in peying quentities.
He reported that there wes very little confidence in his findings at an
equy. d@te‘ ’ a.nd assayers _rei"uaeé to assay the ore, H. H, Smith, an assayer
living mShaunty, Beaver County, received some rich specimens of ore
from John Kemple, and after looking st them he said, "Eemple must be
crazy to ask me to sssay a sendrock.’® The specimens vere later tested

by & less ske‘pt_:_!.qg mineralogist and showed values of thousands of dollars

per ton, The local people of Herrisburg and Leeds were well avare of

Kenplg.'q fin@swquﬂabecm rather excited about the prospects of rich

silver in the area,

6811ver Reel Miner, October 29 , 1878, Silver float refers to ore
which 1s detached frm its source. '

Silver had been
found in sandstone in Gema.n mines hunﬂreda o:t years bei‘ore." Copper had
been found 1n Busaia énd Chihushue and Sinaloa, 0ld Mexico, also in
sandstone; but the deposits had never been found in paying quantities,
In 1870 these facts were generally unknown to most prospectors, It was

believed impossible that _pre@:i@ui metals could be found in sandstone,
q ,, S

Silver Reef Miner, October 29, 1878,




13
Union Minig District
Under the leadership of J ohn Kemple, the Union Mining District
was org;_mized_ in Februery, 1871, with Samuel Hamilton as recorder, E-ix%
teen claims were rgcorded between February, 1871, and October 12, 1872.9

Most of them were recorded under the names of from three to fifteen

persons, with the names of their wives often showing in the claims,
Among the Mormon pioneers from Harrisburg and Leeds who made claims were
William Robb, Orson B. Adams, Samuel Hamilton, Eli_Ja.h Fuller, Willian
Leany, Brigham Y, McMullen and E. W, Ellsworth., From St. George were
listed: E. G, Woolley, Richard I, Bentley, James Andrews, Erastus Snow,

apd othprs.lo

In addition, many settlers from Toquerville and Washington
made claims. Of course, John Kemple was prominent in the location of
these claims; h‘awevp?,' the cla_m'were never developed,

Due to the partial destruction of the old mining claims book, 1t
is :l'n_po__ssit');_l_.@e _te_‘_“ tell the 'e_xg.ct lecatilen of these claims, It appears
th_ﬂati they were near Ha;r'fisbwg on outcroppings at the south end of the
formation later known as the White Reef, These claims were foun;_d* to be
f.:fa'bher_ low in silver content and were all a.ba.ndongd 5 consequently, Kemple,

it 1s reported, went to the White Pine District in Hev‘ada..ll

- ZHarrisburg Mining District Record Book A, Location of Claims
1871-1876, Washington County Court House, St. George, Uta;h PpP. =16,

“ loIdel .

Lpark A, Pendleton, "Memories of Silver Reef,” Utah Historical
quarterly, IIT (Oct. 1930), p. 106. —
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Harrisburg Ming Diatrict
The rich samples which John Kemple had found near Harrisburg were
not easily forgotten. He returned in 1874 and took the lead in the

organizaticm of a new mining district which was called the Harrisburg

Mining District, At a meeting in the Harrisburg school house, June 22,

1874, the organization was effected:

On motion it was moved that this district be known as the Harris-
burg Mining District, and shall be bounded as follows to wit:
Commencing at the Harrisburg school house and running from there in
a due east course six miles distance from thence in a due north line
six miles, and from thence in a due west line twelve miles, from
thence in a due south line twelve miles, and from thence in a due
egst line twelve miles and from thence in a due north line six miles
to the place of beginning, embracing an area of twelve miles square
or one hundred and forty-four square miles., The Harrisburg school
house being the center of said District.lz ' |

A committee of three was elected for the purpose of drafting a
code of laws and constitution to govern the district, Orson B, Adams
was elected president of the district; W, J. Earl, secretary; John Kemple,
recorder, The meeting was then adjourned until two o'clock the following
dey when they unanimously adopted a code of laws prepared by John Kemple,
Orson B, Adems and Wilson Daily, Some of these laws were as follows:

(1) No location shall be more than fifteen hundred feet lineal
measure and three hundred feet wide (2) only one location could be
made by a person or persons on & ledge or lode (3) a notice must be
posted on all locations telling their extent (%) a stake or monument
must be built on all locations (5) the location must be recorded
within fifteen days after it was located (6) one hundred dollars
work must be done on each location a year (7) assessment work must
be completed each year which required a shaft five feet square and
fifteen feet deep to be worked for each location (8) an annual
meeting was to be held on the 3rd day of June each year to elect a

mﬁafrisburg' Miﬁgg District Record Book A, pp. T-16,
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recorder and carry on other business (9) changes in the laws could

be made by a two-thirds vote of the miners in this district who were
present at the meeting.t3

The first claim recorded in the new mining district was as follows:

Sald location commencing at a monument and notice being placed on
the ledge about three hundred yards southwest from O, B. Adams house
(Harrisburg) and running from thence in a northerly direction (1500)
feet., This ledge ghall be known as the Pride of the West Ledge and

the Kemple Company. Located June the 18th 187k, Recorded June the
26th 1874, Locater John Kemple Lk

Twenty-tvo add__itional clains were made on the Pride of the West
Ledge, all by people residing in the wicinity of Harrisburg and Leeds,
between June 18 and ;ugust 5, 18711-.15 The Pride of the West Ledge (later
known as the White Reef) contained some of the richest mines of Silver
Reef,

It 1s an. Interesting fact that two of these claims were made by
women, The first, nemed the Pride of the West Ledge and the Susamn
Company, was located Junef-ﬂr29_, by Susann Adams, Margaret J ..: Hamilton,
Sarah C. ﬁamilton, Mery J. Meeks, Esther Ashbey, Susann Harris, Lorana
Dailly, and _Elizab'eth 8. Ellsworth of Harrisburg., The same day another

group of women, mostly of the Leany family of Harrisburg, located the

L31p1a., pp. 22-25.

mIbid., p. 50,

L Ibid .» PP. 51-78 Listed below are the next seven claims in
the order they appeared: (2) No 1 south, Pride of the West Ledge and
Adams Co, O, B, Adams (3) No 2 south, Pride of the West Ledge and Leany
Co. William Leany, Sr. (4) No 3 aouth Pride of the West Ledge and
Barris Co, William Harris (5) No 1 ncrth Pride of the West Ledge and
Dixie Co. Samuel L, Adams (6) No 2 north Pride of the West Ledge and
Dodge Co, Walter E, Dodge (7) No 3 north, Pride of the West Ledge and

Pymm and Paddock Co, John Pymm and B. F, Pa&dock (8) No 4 north, Pride
of the West Ledge and Ashbey Co, Richard Ashbey.
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second named the Pride of the Wést Ledge and the Ettie Company.ls This
flurry of locations was not followed by any substantial amount of work,
Apparently, John Kemple, who sank a fifty foot shaft on the Shaunty
claim in 1874, was alone in tfais'ef:rort.l'?

The Salt Lake T;_ribune_ verified that the Mormons organized the

Harrisburg Mining District but did not believe in working the mines
as they felt the time had not come to work precious metals.ls It 1s
possible that these Latter-day Saint miners located the grga in order
to prevent an influx of outsiders from coming into the area. The

Tribune reflec'té this bef"lief in the fél.'_l.owing: "Hmeral was first

disco#ered in 1870, but owing to the Morm_cns aecurin_g_ control without
attempting developmentg f:br__ the avow_e‘dq- purpose of 'keeping out the
Gentiles' the country acquired no notoriety until 18775.”19

Another point to 'considér' is that the Mormon .fl.ea.dérs expounded
strongly against running to the mines during this period. In January,
1873, Brigham Young wé.rned" the people in Conference in St. George, "to
stay at home and work for themselves and not be running to Ploche and
other mining camps and turn their attention to the bullding of the Church

of God "e0

16Ib1d., pp. 58-60 .'

1 17S:llver Reef Miner, October 29, 1878,
18 |

Selt Lake Tridbune, May 2, 1876.

191v14., Januery 1, 1877.

| QOOraon Welcome Huntsmen, “Bi&ry" (M8 Typewritten copy, The
Brigham Young University Library), pp. 69-70.
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Charles L. Walker recorded in his personal journal:

Bro, Joseph W, Young spoke on the importance of our being one as
& people, and the folly of lending our aid to build up the cities of
the Gentlles, In the afternoon at a general Priesthood meeting
called by Bro, Brigham Young., . . he asks them 1f they were willing
from that time forth to seek with all their might, means, and ability
to build up the Kingdom of God upon the earth and feel hence forth
it shall be the Kingdom of God or nothing, and not build up the
cltles of the Gentlles, but labor for Zion , . . then Pres, Yo sgid
if you are willing to do this, and to let God dictate you 'l:.lzlrcauz5
his Servants; enter into a covenant with him this day, and witneas
before him by raising the ‘right hmd up to the square, 21

James G, Bleak, Pioneer Historian of the Dixie Hission,- reported
that Pres ident Erastus Snow, apostle in charge of the Dixie settlements,
stated during the Pioche mining period, "that for the future, he wished
any man that would go to the wegtern m_in_eal_ as & miner to be cut off from

the Church., n2e

With these exhortations against mining being taught,
coupled with the fact that the Sai_nts made no attempt to devﬂeloP_ the
mines near Leeds and Harrisburg, it is the opinion of this writer that
there was a plan to keep the Gentiles out of Silvgr Beef.-- If so, then
apparently it ﬁroved successful for about five_ years,

After the first claims of the district were made, no location was
recorded for seven montha. All of the original claims on the White Reef
were abandoned except one, the Pride of the West Ledge and ﬁodge Company,

which was located by Walter E. Dodge and later patented.23 According to

21Charles L. Walker, "Journal” (MS typewritten copy, The Brigham
Young University Librar'y) D. 567

2231eak, Annals, p. 196,

23Mariger , personal interview,



Richard V. Wyman, past head of the operations of the Western Gold and

Uranium, Inc, at Silver Reef, the firsjb location on the White Reef was

made on what 1s now known as the Wonder t‘,‘la.:l.m..:gh

In March, 1875, three locations were made by Elijah Thomas, an
early Mormon pioneer (a member of the famed Mormon Battalion who had
been present at Sutter's Mill when gold was dj_.scovgred) and John S,

Ferris of Leeds.25 | They located_____tl}e rich I_;eeds Mine which had paying
. quantities of «¢hloride of silver in i)lac_e. The next six claims were
mafie by Gentile miners from Pioche, ,Hevg.iig , yho probably had learned of
the rich locatlons made by T}aomas__and Fe;'r_is. Foremoatpamong these were
Joseph M., Coschina and his brother Victor who made their‘ first claim
April 26, 1875. They located the Bonanza, the Emily Jane, and the
Maggie., Robert Shaky of Pioche located the Stormont.26 From this time
on the word spread rapldly and an Iinf'lux of miners from the outside were

attracted to Leeds and Harrisburg.

The Comtng of Willlem Tocunseh Barbee _
Word of silver in sandstone in Southern Utah had algo spread to

Salt Lake Ci{:y; hence, the Walker_Brothers , well;-known merchants and

mining men of that éity, sent their ageﬁt y William T_ecumseh Barbee, to

investigate the claims, He took Thomas McNally and Ed Maynard, an

2"LIclem .

2 Mining Review (Salt Lake City), Jume 30, 1903, p. 26,

26Harris’burg Mining District Record Book A, pp. 81-88,
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assayer, with him, In a letter written August 9, 1875, to the Salt Lake
Tribune, B-arbee-"'reportedf=-'th;t- the Pride of the West Ledge was a white
sandstone dyke from one hundred fifty to two hundred feet high, running
north and south, pitching west at a forty-five degree angle, It could
be traced for six and one-half miles, This sandstone dyke was found to
be rich in silver. One piece had assayed at $19,000 per ton, He
further indicated that "the country was the most unlikely location for
mines he had ever seen, but since the silver was there, he was not com-

pleining. neT Barbee wrote to the Salt Lake Tribune a few days later

from Harrisburg and declared:

Becoming tired of the monotony of Salt Lake City, I concluded to
teke a stroll into the wilds of Southern Utah, in search of the
£ilthy lucre, which someone says is the root of all evil, After the

pack animals, I arrived in this city several days ago, and have been
examining some of the most singular situated mines I have ever seen
in my mining and prospecting experience.

The genersl formation of the country seemed to be sandstone (both
red and white) interspersed with small belts of granite, and occasion-
ally a litile slate shale and soap-stone, and an abundance of sand
hills, The sandstone is often found on top of granite, and occasion-
ally we find the granite setting on a sandstone base. It is the last
place = misgr would ever look for mineral and yet it is here in
abundance.”

On August 23, 1875, Barbee recorded the Bﬁrbee mine for himself and
the Walker claim for J oseph. R. Walker.29 He returned to Salt Lake City
in September to lay in supplies report his findings. Walker Brothers

hed no faith in the new mines and upon the advice of their mining experts

27sa,1t Lake Tribune, August 9, 1875,
28

Ibid., August 18, 1875,

29Ha.rriab_m' Mining District Record Book A, pp. 99-100,
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turned their claims over to Barbee and refused to finance him further,3°
Barbee returnsd to Southern Utah, October 15, 1875, and brought with him
Thomas McNally, Will Lusk, Pete McKelvy and Jake Sprout,3t

In November a resident of Leeds, Joe McCleave, was hauling wood
when his wagon skidded, tearing up soft rock for several feet. Barbee
wvag lucky enough to pass by, stopped to examine the exposed earth and
found it to be rich in chlorides and horn silver, This was soon to be-
come his famous ”Tecumseh“ claim which gave him the capital to work his

other claims, It was & small vein but very rich and easily worked,32

He and J. H. Sprout recorded the claim December 3, 1875, and during the
next two months a number of other rich claims were located by Barbee ,33
Barbee decided to make the most of his good fortune, so he

obtained a town site patent to the flats Just west of Tecumseh Hill
naming it Bonanza City., He set up his own operations at this point and
tried to induce its growth as a real estate investment, This he called
"the embryo metropolis of Southern Uta.h."% Barbee reported that within
three weeks of its birth the town could boast of an assay office, black-
smith shop, sampling works, boarding house and several small dwellirigs o
There soon would be a miner's supply and outfitting store built, Other

news from the district indicated that:

30c. w. McCullough, "There's Life in the 0ld Girl Yet: Ghosting
in Utah"s Mining Camps,” Utah Magazine, II (Feb. 1937), pp. 26-28.

31811ver Reef Miner, December 31, 1881,

32pendleton, op. cit., p. 106,

33Barrisburg Mining District Record Book A, pp. 108-9,

31"8&1‘&: Lake Tribune, December 19, 1875.
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On the northeast end of Tecumseh Hill is 8ilver Flat which is

chuck full of little chloride weins, To the east is Silver Reef and
Silver Butte Hills where one can dig up ore as easily as a farmer can
dig potatoes, Some of the ore from the East Camp was assayed and

it created guite a stampede,. hundred Saints and sinmers located
five to ten miles of sandstone, Silver here is in sandatgge. Come
prepared to get out of the country if you do not like it.

Barbee continued to send vivid reports and & flood of prospectors
soon staked out the country for miles around.

On December 8, 1875, Barbee shipped his first ten and one-half
tons of ore to Salt Lake City. The ore assayed $502 to the ton because
it been sorted and only the high grade ore had been shipped, Within
forty-five days he mmde a second shipment for which he received $7,000,
After this he made smaller shipments to Salt Lake until July, 1876, He
realized $17 ,000, in all for his ore milled in Salt Lake City. On
July 8_, he made a trip to Pioche to investigate the possibility of ship-
pling ‘ore to that place for milling and found that he could obtain better
rates, "Salt Lake charged the old Reno rates, and involved shipping
rates of from $45 to $50 per ton, while the shipping rates at Pioche were
$30 per ton, Ploche allowed uventy to seventy-five percent of assay
value, and charged $20 per ton besides for milling the ore."36 Barbee
realized $23,000 from the ore sold to the Pioche Mills,3!

- By February, 1876, Bonanza City a general store run by C. C,

Branhan and was doing a big business, The Bonanza Hotel had been

35881t Lake Tribune, December 19, 1875.

3%Ro1ker, op. cit., pp. 25-6.
3TIdem.
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erected and was crowded to overflowing with bosrders and transient
trevelers, DBarbee related that the country was wild with excitement
many miners were coming from Pioche, Lincoln, Star, and surrounding dis-
tricts in Nevada, "Even the Mormons were getting chloride and horn silver
on the brain, Give us a railroed and we will make the country blossom like

two roses instead of one."3°

The Mines
Others were having some success though not as spectacular as
Barbee, Twenty-nine claims were recorded in 1875, a number of them by

local prospectors the balance by men who came from Pioche, Salt Lake

n in a letter to the Ploche Record reported

and elsewhere.39 C. W. Pinkhe
that he was living with the family of a Mr, Dodge who treated him very
kindly and that he and Mr, Dodge had located a rich claim next to Barbee
on the White -Reef.ho

By 1877, events were developing rapidly. The Tecumseh Mining
Company had a large force of men at work and taken out large quan-

tities of rich chloride horn sllver, The Silver Crown Mining

38341t Lake Tribune, February 13, 1876.

39,

arrisburg Mining District Record Book A, pp. 77-183. In 1875, claims
wvere made for the following persons: William T. Barbee, Will Luck, Thomas

Y. McNally, Edward Maynard, Jake H. Sprout, Pete McKelvey, Joseph M, Coschina
Victor Coschina, Robert Shaky, C. W. Pinkham, P, Lillicnskyoldt, Elijah
Thomas, John S. Ferris, Daniel M, Thomas, Alden A, M, Jackson, Comadore
Pery sig7 Listen, David Rodgers, Sr., Solend Foster, Ira S, McMullen; L. L.
Randall, A, G, Randall, William Sterling, John Steel, William Harris, A, E,
Dodge, Alma Truman Angell, William Robb, Robert Stapley, W. L. Kykes, and
Edwin R, Lamb,

hOPiocho Record, Dece_mber 8, 1875.




Company had_ let a contract for an incline of fifty feet and expected a
bonanza, Deputy United States Marshal Kirby had struck a bonanze in his
mine was preparing to ship ore, New mines were being discovered and
l_ocated on the east end of the horseshoe which was called the Morning
Ster Reef or the River Reef, Samuel Bagley and others were removing =
large body of ore from this reef and were preparing to ship it to Salt
Lake City.hl The opening of the River Reef was giving hope to late-
com_ing prospgctﬁrs.

In March the mines of the area had the appearance of a rock
quarry. The Tecumseh claim was mined by an open cut for sixty feet long
and tﬂhirl:’y feet wide; also the Buckeye was stripping on the top., A large
n@be'r of miners were in the district, and locations on the River Reef .
wgfe '_bging-*"mﬂe. Kirby, Pymm, Crawford and Paddock had erected an -

arastra mill at the head of Barbee Gulch capeble of crushing two tons of

ore per twelve hours .h2_ The mill was soon producing small quantities of

bullion, but due to limited quantities of quicksilver, production was not

graat.u3

I |
lSalt Lake Tribune, February 13, 1876,

thdem. The Ploche Record, May 5, 1877, describes this type of
milling as follows: Several arastra mills were erected during the his-
tory of Silver Reef. The arastra mill was a large stone about three feet
high, and ten inches wide, It had heavy iron bands around it welighed
about 3,000 pounds., This stone was rolled around in a circular channel
made from rock, a horse or stream of water being the means of power., Ore
was thrown into the channel crushed as the rock rolled around, The
silver was then separated from the ore by the amalgamation or leaching
process. This process was first used by the Spaniards,”

*31b1d., May 5, 1876.
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The Salt Lake Tribune reported the owners and the value of the
ore of the various mines as follows: The Tecumseh owned by Barbee was
located on Silver Flat and was yielding $35C to $570 to the ton. Forsyth
and Robinson owned the Buckeye which had shipped ore valued from $60 to
$600 in silver, The Hard Scrabel, owned by Barbee, Lusk and Maynard, was
the deepest mine in the vicinity with a shaft of forty feet and assayed
at $105 to $126 to the ton., Joseph Coschine and Company owned the Bon-
anze which assayed $158 per ton in silver. The Silver Point, Silver
Flat, Chloyide Chief and the Silver Crown were valued at $75 to $200 to
the ton, The Susan owned by Kirby, Pymm, Crawford, and Paddock had an
open cut thirty feet long and hed ore on the dump which assayed from
$100 to $4,000, They also owned the Apostate which yielded ore $160 to

$300 to the "tst:.'m,.i.rl"'h

's mines, "

Claims worked in this period were called "poor man
because they could be worked with very little capital, The Salt lLake

Tribune reported: "More crude wealth has been developed in a shorter

period of time, considering the number of men engaged than any other
mining district on the continent, Nine out of ten men who have assayed
thelr fortunes are Iww in possession of good prwp@rtiea.,"hs In a letter
to the Salt Lake Daily Tribune, Judge Barbee (as he was called) said:

Some have said that I have been drawing an over-done picture of
Southern Utah for the purpose of inducing an immigration to this

1"hsa;ﬂ.'l; Lake Tribune, April 1, 1876,

h5Ibid.p March 25, 1876, See Appendix B for location of Silver
Reef Mines,
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country. Our mines dc not depend on Salt Leke City, San Fransisco,

or Eastern capital, Our mines are our capital; our banks are sand
banks; we draw on them at will, and our drafts are never dishoncred.
We have no board of directors toc consult, nor sinecure officers to
ray. We are indiffersent to whether there is an imiya‘tionaé southern
Utah and Arizona will be thoroughly prospected this season,

In spite of the fact that the mines were easily worked and the ore

need of

very rich, the "poor man's mines” were beginning to feel the
capital, dJudge Barbee been over-rating the conditions except for
himself, few men were making money., The meain problem that faced the
miners was the long distances rsquired to ship the ore either to Salt
Lakt_e City or to Pioche, Only the very richest ore could be shipped and
1t was very difficult to determine which was the richest ore. No one
seemed to be able to tell rich ore form lesser ore with any degree of
accuracy unless the ore was assayed, High grade ore could be shipped
but most of it was being dumped to await the erection of a mill, All
agfeed that the future of the mines depended on the erection of a good

stamp mill,

The Coming of the_Milla
The first large mill to be erected was the J. N. Dupaix and

Spicer Mill, In July, 1876, Spicer cdeme from Pioche to Toguerville and
was superintending the erectiocn of the eight-stamp mill which was being
constructed on Ash Creek about a mile and a half below Toquerville, and
about one and a half miles from the Virgin Biverﬁh'r Water from Ash Creek

vas to be used to turn the turbine wheel which had a fall of thirty-four

1*6I'bidﬂ.;a April 5, 1876,

lWZP:tutzoc:h..@ Becard y July 15, 1876,
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feet. Prtﬁgreas ‘and development of this mill was slow, however, it was
reported about ready to start running in December, 1876.1*8 This venture
had an early failure, due to the distance required to haul the ore.

Big capital was slow to take an interest in Silver Reef mines
because mining men did not have faith that the unique sandstone deposits
could be very extensive, Many believed that they would prove surface in
character, and some feared to sink a shaft because they might find
11’0'!:1@__ of "'_vnlue below, Spicer felt that the mines were not being devel-
oped properly until Joe Lemon sunk a shaft to prove the mines.‘h’g He
reported in the Pioche _Record newspaper that:

Joe Lemon, Sheperd, Shirley and John . « o Went right to work
not fearing sandstone, soap-stone, grindstone, nor any other stones,.
Scientists did not believe there was any value to these mines, Let

no longer science with her crusty notions deter sensible men from
giving credit to the worth of our horn silver grindstones, horn silver

sandstones, silveg glance whet stones; silver sandstones got ahead
of them for once.- O

Outside capital was first attracted to the Harrisburg Mining
District by the actions of Hyman Jacobs and Louis Sultan, merchants of
Ploche. They received some samples of ore from Mr., Shepherd of the
Shepherd and Lemon mine and sent them to Charley Hoffman, who at the time
was superintendent of the Almaden Quicksilver mines a few miles from -
San Jose, California, Hoffman soon came to Ploche with Professor Janney

whereupon Jacobs took them to Leeds, They brought back some samples

hBW’ December 17, 1878,

49
Picche Record, August 11, 1876,

P1p1d., July 15, 1876.



27
which were aasa'yed_ by A. H, Emanuel (who later became mayor of Tombstone,

_Azfizom). The assays ran so high that Ho

fman did not belisve them and

thought they had been aal‘bed.sl He then asked Emanuel if he could use
the equipment to run the assays again, Emanuel left his shop and allowed
Hef and Janney to take over, After checking the chemicals, they ran

the assays again and had results similer to Emanuel’'s results., "It took

A T

some hard thinking for Hoff Janney to overcome their skepticism,

as it was claimed by all geologists that silver could not exist in san
stene.52

In August, 1876, Charles Hoffman and John Ely, & well-known mining

man of Nevada and California, went to Leeds to further investigate the
mines, They were very pleased with what they saw. The vertical shaft
of the Shepherd and Lemon mines showed that the veins went deep into the
ground, If the mines were more than surface they would "stake high on
the reef, TYou know what these men do if they get fmtrs;mea.-"% Hoffman

was the man who started the ansisco Interest in the

development of San F:
mines,

Elijah Thomas, the who first located rich silver in place
(meaning not detached from the original source) in the Harrisburg Dis-

trict, was forced off his claim by an armed force under the direction of

Hoffmen., The Mining Review reported that ", . . Hoffman, took forcible

0 lugaited” 1is mining jargon meaning the planting of rich ore so as
to give the appearance of a valuable deposit,

7CMark A. Pendleton, "Naming Silver Resf,"
V (Jan. 1932), p. 31.

53Piocho Record, July 18, 1876.

Utah Historical Quarterly
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possession of Mr, Thomas's locations and forbid him coming on the ground
on penalty of dea.th.-"5h Suit was brought against Hoffman in the District
Court at Beaver and the judgment weas finally awarded to the plaintiff;
however, an injunction was granted and Thomas, not having the capital,
was unable to carry on with the proceedings. He lost title to the ground
when the statutory life of his location notice expired., It is reported
that Thomas refused an offer of $100,000 for his claim while the property
was in litigation. His price was $300,000.7° The claim that Thomas
lost became part of the Leeds mines owned by the Leeds Mining Company
of San Fransisco, l

The organization of the first big mining company of Silver Reef

was reported in the Pioche Record as follows:

The Leeds Mining Company was organized and incorporated yesterday,
with the following directors: A. Borland, L. L. Robinson, W. L,
Oliver, George D. Roberts and S, F. Gashwiler, There are 60,000
shareg, The company has purchased two mines in the Leeds District,
Utah, and a mill at Pioche, which will be Iimmediately moved to the
mines, Reports from the district are of a very flattering character
and the owners of the Leeds stock think they have a bonanza, Among
the subscribers to the stock are H., P, Livermore, J.H., Redington,

J. B, Randal, L. L, Robinson, S. ¥, Gashwiler, J. C, Wedderspoon,
W. L, Oliver, A, Borland, George D, Rcoberts, J. N, Chrisgman, E, G,
DeCrano, Henry Janin, Louis Janin, and J. L. E. Kelley.’C

The Leeds Company purchased the Shepherd and Lemon plus two or
three other mines, The Salt Lake Tribune stated: ”Thish company will

awvake the slumbering denizens of this vicinity from their lethargy.@’(

S¥Mining Review (Salt Lake City) June 30, 1903, p. 26.

551dem.

56p4 oche Record, October 14, 1876.
2 7Sa.lt. Lake Tribune, November 4, 1876,
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Charles Boffman became the superintendent of the Leeds Mining Company;
and the Old Masggie Mill from Bullionville near Pioche, Nevada, was pur-
chased and shipped to the Harrisburg Diatri%js It was erected under

the direction of Ho:

"fman on the west side of the White Reef not far from
the company‘g mines., A number of Mexicans, headed by Pedro Vallejo, son
of the famous General Vallejo, was sent to rebuild the ten-stamp steam
powered mill which started operations February 1, .1,87'7(,.59 The Leeds

Company also purchased the Bonanza Mine for $50,000 from Joseph Coschins

CW;&)

Additional Mills

The Christy Company was organized under the lsadership of Cali-

fornia men, namely, William H. Graves of San Fransisco, and William M,
Lubbock of San Jose, They purchased the Tecumseh and other mines from
William T. Barbee and built a mill just southeast from Silver B@ef.'él
Barbee used the money derived from the sale of the Tecumseh and also
financial assistance from Walker Brothers to erect the Barbee and Walker

mill at the north end of the White Beefqéz- This mill was sold later to

the Barbee and Walker Mining Company of New York, The Stormont Mill was

58Pioche Record, December 10, 1876,

59Pendleton, "Naming Silver Reef,” p. 31.

6OSalt Lake Tribune, December 10, 1876,

6&1'1"1' Mining District Record Book L, Record of Claims, Washing-
ton County Courthouse, St, George, Utah, pp. 5603-064,

6aﬂolker, op. cit.
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"'erected on the Virgin Ri‘v@r about four miles from Leeds by Hunter and
Gross of Salt Lake City. A millrace; one mile im length, brought the
waters from the Virgin River to the turbine wheelﬂ@ A little town,
called -B-a'bylmm and cons isting of the homes of twenty families, was built
up around the millﬂéh The mill was later s0ld to the Stormont Silver
Mining Company of New York,

_ All of the shove mentioned mills used the pan-amslgamation process
1;_0 extract silver. In this process; the ore was crushed, then mixed with
quiekailver which formed an amalgam, The silver was then separated from
the mercury in a retort where the mercury was driven off by heat and
later condensed in water to be used again,

When the first outside capital intersst began to look toward the

Harrisburg District as an opportunity for investment, it caused a great

de_al of excitement. Mines began to change hands rapidly and many were

'bpndgd. Several new mines were being located and according to the Pioche

M not a few old locations were relocated or jump@du@ Minee that
would not pay before the mills came, were now in & position to be classed
ag valuable property.

By 1880, six hundred and forty claims had been recorded in the
Harrisburg Mining District, but only about one hundred and fifty were
owned at that time.

63
Pioche Record, April 28, 1877.

6}4Hariger s op. ¢it. For further information concerning the mills,
see Appendix C.

65?10@113 Record, November 10,1876,

66Depar'bment of the Interior, Census Office, Tenth Census of the
_1680 Precious roment Printing




CHAPTER III
SILVER REEF

Wi_;l.liam- T. Barbee's hopes for Bonanza City, "the embryo metropolis
of Southe-m Utah"” were never realized, Before the mills were erected,
the_ number of prospectors and miners In the srea hardly Jjustified the
buj.lding of & new city. Bonanza City shared the new population with the
already established towns of Harrisburg, Leeds and Toquerville. Leeds
had a small influx in population so the concensus was that it would become
the cen‘ter of mining operations in the new district. Even Barbee built

& store at leeds.

The Ploche Stﬂe_de
Two factors cha_nged the situation in the Harrisburg District during

the fall of 1876: first, mining operations in Pioche were at a standstill;
and second, San Fran_sisco capitalists were taking an Iinterest in the
Harrisburg District,

It was believed that Pioche's days were numbered, so, owners,
business men and workers were looking to the Harrisburg District as thelr
next field of 1abor,l Ploche business men were watching closely develop-
ment in Southern Utah, Mr. Musgrove of the Pioche Record newspaper went
to Leeg:ls prOPGsing to establish a newspaper, but found the prospects

ci:l.s.::ca’cnr'a.ging‘..;2 Peter Harrison and Joseph Rich,; business men, found that

lpendleton, "Naming Silver Reef,” p. 29.

2Pioche Record, August 11, 1876.
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the mines required further development before business prospects would
be promising.3

On October 18, 1876, a plat for a new town site was laid out,

locating the new site about a quarter of a mile above Bonanza City on a

b

boulder-covered, sage brush slope. Hyman Jacobs of the Pioche firm of
Jacobs and Sultan, was the first to establish himself on the new town-
site, It was he who gave it the colorful name of Silver Reef.5 Jacobs
packed all of his goods, dismantled his store at Pioche in sections,
shipped them to Silver Reef and there reassembled his store. The town-
B;I‘be ‘wes owned by the soon to be announced Leeds Mining Company of San
Fransisco, and Jacobs was their agent to sell town lots.6 When it was
MM in Pioche that the lLeeds Mining Company of San Fransisco was buylng |
mines and intended to have a ten-stamp mill rumning by February of the

next year, the city began to move to Silver Reef en masse.7 The famous

Pioche Stampede was on. By the hundreds men came in carriages, buckboards,
heavy wagons, carts: and on foot .8 Interestingly enough the rush was not

for mining claims but for business locations. Piloche merchants passed

3Pioche Record, November 8, 1876, See Silver Reef town plat,
Appendix E,

1‘Sfl.].ver Reef Echo, February 24, 1877.

5Pendleton, "Naming Silver Reef," p. 29.

6Sa.1t Lake Herald, November 2k, 1876,

TSalt Lake Tribune, December 18, 1876.

8Ib1d, , November 22, 1876.
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Bonanza Ci'_l:y by and Silver Reef grew rapidly. The lots were priced at

$‘1I-_QO and were advencing daily as they changed hends. The size of the lots
vas 25 x 100 feet. Main street was 100 feet wide and other streets were
> feet_ wide;9 The rush from Ploche continued through the months of
November and December which the Pioche Record reported as follows:

Wm, O'Dougherty and Jimmy Lynch departed for Toquerville in a buggy
on Monday morning. Mike Delaney, Johnny Dugan, Jack Smith, Pat Clark,
Jno, leany, Jno, Williams, Charley Hopkins, Frank Lawson and
Newton, left on Mormon teams on Monday., Col, Gibfried reports that
the principal emigration to Toquerville is from Pioche, few or no
persons coming from other directions, Accommodations are not to
amount to anything, 7Take all necessaries along.lo

Early in November the Salt Lake Stage Company, Gilmer and Sslis-
burg, made arrangements to change the route of their line to run direct
from Pioche to Leeds, thence to Salt Lake City, returning the same way.

This alte‘ra:biéna - was to accommodate the increased travel to the new

1l

district. Jack Gilmer personally ceme south to work out the detaills.

Soon stage .1ines from Ploche and the north had all the passengers they

could carry and roads were lined with private conveyances loaded dowm 1
with incoming miners 12 When Silver Reef was but three weeks old it had ;-{:\
. ._ | A

\‘I.

a population of two hundred fifty to three hundred hardy miners

business men.l3 It was estimated by some who reported in the Salt Lake

ISalt Lake Herald, Novemher 2k, 1876. For town plat see Appendix E,

%P1oche Record, November 15, 1876. Toquerville here refers to the

Harrisburg Mining District.
111hid,, November 17, 1876.

12501t Lake Tribune, November 22, 1876.

13Ib1d.;i. December 3, 1876.
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Tribune that by spring at least six thousand people would be in the Leeds

exrea,

In November the simple announcement that "there has been heavy
discoveries this week in the Leeds mines" fed and encouraged the ruﬂh.lh
Other business men who left Pioche for the Harrisburg District were
Pete Heintzelman and P. Lehigh who had a grocery store in a canvas tent
gt Bonanzas, and Mrs. Grambs who set up a restaurant at Leeds, dJullus
Boffman had his assay tools packed up and shipped by Mormon teams to
Silver Reef, Peter Harrison shipped an immense load of furniture, cloth
and bedding to the new store he was bullding in Slilver Reef, On another
trip he hed two Mormon teams loaded with goods for his store. J. J.
Halpin closed his store in Pioche and moved to Silver Reef where he
started his business again, Jim Leffingwell took bar fixtures from Pioche
intending to open & saloon., Miss Kate Dougray shipped a large amount of
restaurant utensils for her place in Silver Reef., Others who went were
A. H, Emenual, Dr. Les, Cherles Raymond, Billy Goodman.l” From a letter
written by Spicer and published in the Pioche Record the following is

reported:

Speculation is running high; corner lots sre all the rage, mines are
almost forgotten, Saloons, corrals and restaurants is what everybody
wants now, Many, however, think themselves in big luck 1f they have

1hPioche Record, November 17, 1876.

151vid., taken from different issues betwsen November 17, 1876, and
December 15, 1876.
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blankets and grub. Men are coming here every day, even from as far as
California, Piloche has done well for this country and still keeps
doing., Piloche was a big place or else there is no one left there except
Judge Bishop. Everybody else whom I know is over here or on the road
coming., Town building is all the rage. 1 hear it sald that arrange-
ments are being made s0 that everybody can have a corner lot, Silver
Reef City is the great attraction now; eight frame houses, fourteen
tents, six stone foundations and lumber for a dozen houses is the start
they have now, There are a great many men here who can find no work,
Don't come at once, unless you bring your blankets and plenty of
grub 1

Joseph E, Johnson, a Mormon pioneer from St. George, described
prominent men :fo at Silver Reef during this périod in & very favorable
menner, He described John Ely as & "genial and social gentleman" who had
made _mill_ipng in mining in Nevada had traveled to England and French
Guiana, where he had speculated in mines, Mr, Janin, who was supertintend-
ent of the Leeds Mining Company, was found to be "a gentleman and energe-
tic, fair business man, Wwho was respected by all parties. J. B. Van Hagan
who was operating with Judge Barbee was considered to be a of "energy
and sterling determination.,” He had been the policemagistrate at Pioche
end was distinguished as having kept his scalp unharmed and his judicial
seat amid the roughs in the heyday of Pioche o William T. Barbee was held
to be & "gentlemen of culture and affability.” It wes also reported that
J. W, Wright, and J. Finlayson, millionaires who were connected with the
State Bank of Nevada were there.'! He further describes the community as

follows:

As to the class of miners and business men at and about these mines,
it has never been our lot to see brought together so many hundreds of

léP:[oche Record, December 10, 1876

17861t Lake Herald, November 2k, 1876.
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mining population as free from poverty and dissoluteness, All seem

able to pay thelr way, to have business and go after it with a will,
and the camp as & whole seemed rather a community of gentlemen than

a camp of rough miners; in fact, a great part of the mining population
is sinew and musci'ée of the laboring and trading men of Pioche, now
nesrly deserted,

The Pioche Stampede had the inevitable result of over-populating
Silver Reef, Work was scarce, money was hard to find, and there would be
little of either until the mills were constructed. Miners and workers
vere advised to stay away unless they hed supplies, A deluge of miners

expected from Salt Lake City led John H. Ely to comment in the Salt Lq.ke

Daily Tribune, "people are coming in every day from all directions, We
don't want anyone without money, There are enough poor devils here ncw.".lg
La_bo:ers were ad‘vi_sed te hav__e several months supply when they came to
Silver Reef, and it was reported that hundreds of men were camping out
without shqlt-er . 0

Fifty or more buildings were erected in Silver Reef during November .

and December 1876, Meny were cheaply built, but filled with merchandise.

Buildings were being constructed at the rate of two or three a day,2l

Twenty-five to fifty teams loaded with lumber, shingles, goods and produce
were arriving every day. Lumber was sold in large quantities from the

wagons for $40 a thousand Ffeet; shingles, $5.00; hay, $40 per ton; flair

]-'BI denm.

195_ alt Lake Daily Tribune, December 19, 1876.

20301% Lake Tribune, December 9, 1876.

218311; Lake Herald, December 15, 1876,




37
fifty cents per pound .22 Mormons were furnishing the 1

mber and produce
because they could do it cheaper than anyone else .23

Two outstanding buildings of Silver Reef were built during this
period., The first was built by John Rice, Wells Fargo Ag§nt, and was
famed as being one of the finest stone buildin.gs in southern Utah, It
was used as the Wells Fargo and Co, Bank and Express office., Later it &-
became the store for the Woolley, Lund and Judd Company. The other was
the Harrison House, bullt by Peter Harrison and was nearly an exact
counterpart of the San Jose House, Here the finest accommodations in
southern Utah could be found ,21’

When four months old, Silver Reef could boast a population of one
thousand people., It vas second in size only to St. George in Washington
County, On its main street could be found nine saloons, three reataurants,
one lodging house, four assay offices, one notary public, two barbars, one
hardware store, five general merchandise and clothing houses, one billiard
saloon, one Turniture store, one printing office, two painters, two
butchers, two bakers, one news depot, an express office, three shoe shops,
one cabinet shop, one cigar and tobacco store, one magistrate's office, ome
drugstore, and several attorney's offices, one commission house, and three

Chinese laundries, plus a number of other business places, Two breweries

were being bullt, one above the town on the creek, and the other where the

22Tdem,

“3ga1t Lake Tribune, December 19, 1876.

2l

York Eng

ing Journal, February 15, 1879, p. 188,



ditch crossed the Buckeye Reef >
Silver Reef became of age in February when a post office was
opened, Benjemin H, Paddock, Esq., was appointed postmaster with C, E.

Jabson 5137 , assistant postmaster, Later Herman Krause served as post-

master. The post office was housed in the same building with the 8ilver

Reef Echo newspaper which was published by Joseph E, Johnson of 8t, George.26

Ite first and only issue was February 24, 1877, after which it was sold

and became the Silver Reef Miner.

Two other townsites were lald out about the same time as Silver
Reef., One to be known as Chloride Clity was located about one~half mile
vest of Leeds; the other to be about five miles northeast of Leeds near
the Rio Virgin River, but neither was develoPed.aT

Bonanza City, located just south of Silver Reef had about twenty-
f;ve.hmeg, two stores, two saloons, a stable and hay yard, blacksmith
shop, notery and assayer office a Chinese grocer, Its  central location
and flat terrain were a better site for a city than that of Silver Reef
thus some felt that it would yet grow to be the center of business., Silver
Beef‘apd Bonanza soon grew together and both became known as Silver Reef;
however, Bonanza was called Bonanza Flats while Silver Reef was called the

"Rock Pile™ by the people of Bonanza.

25311ver Reef Echo, February 24, 1877. For Silver Reef business "poem”
see Appendix C,

261dem .

L .

2T3alt Lake Herald, February 24, 1876.
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Leeds, as well as Bonanza City, had lost out to Silver Reef and
many of the businesses that established temporary operations at Leeds

moved to Sllver Reef, The telegraph office moved from lLeeds to Silver

Reef in March, 1877.28

Development of Silver Reef
Great expectations were held for the future of Silver Reef. It

was the opinion of some it would become the biggeat mining camp in the
Rocky Mountains, There was little doubt of the richnesg of the mines

for the Echo boasted, "We have ores sufficient for a dozen mills for time

1ndef1n1te."29 Actually, only four big mining companies established
themselves at Silver Reef and when their mills were operating the popula-
tion leveled '_afi’ to approzimat_ely 1,500 people.30 This was a respectable
aized town for guch g remcte area during this period being about the

same size as Park City or Bingham,3! The Er Journal

gineering and Mining

describes Silv_er_ Reef in 1879 as the most beautiful and romantic mining
camp in Utah Territory. It was substantially and neatly built up with
frame and stone buildings having an extremely lively and prosperous
appearance, and was considered one of the most successful mining camps in
288&1‘0 Lake Herald, November 24, 1876,

29Silver Reef Echo, February 24, 1877.
30p

he Engineering and Mining Journsl, February 15, 1879, p. 115.

3]'5 ingham and Park City weré important mining camps in northern Utsh,
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the countryﬁz

The Compiled Laws of Utah for 1878 gives an account of the incor-
poration of Silver Reef by the Legislative Assembly; however, this

incorporation never actually became law and the town was never incorpora-
ted.33 Another attempt was later made which failed also because the
mining companies and business men who feared taxation opposed the move-
ment.g'h Town officials were Deputy Sheriff Joseph Hoag who was the town
constable during most of its active history {(he handled with outstanding
courage the many problems which arose) and Justices of the Peace Kiv

Phillips, Benjemin Paddock and J. N. Louder,

Silver Reef Mine;r

The Silver Reef Hiner newspaper was an excellent example of free
thinking newsmamhip for ita period, The reporting was colorful and
a.lvays suppor‘bed a cause, John W, Pike and his brother Edward Pilke

were co-owners of the Miner from October, 1879, until they sold out in

April, 1881.3° It was published at first weekly, then bi-weekly and tri-
weekly before slipping back to weekly astatus, Under the editorship of

Edward Pike, the paper was styled as the "only newspaper in Southern Utsah,”

32The Engineering end Minig Journal, February 24, 1877. For pictures
of Silver Reef, see Appendix D

3 3Com 1led Laws of Utah, I (Salt Lake City: Herbert Pembroke, Book,
Job and Legal Blank Printer, 1888), pp. 532-35,

3-“S:leer Reef Miner, February li, 1832,

301bid., April 6, 1881,
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In general, its policy weas to support the business element, to support
the miners against the big companies and to advertize the advantages of
the town of _Silver Reef. It opposed Chinese labor and the Chinese
people as & race, It opposed vigorously the Mormon authorities and
supported _'I;he Gentile elenent as would he expec'l?ed from a Gentile paper.

It continually ridiculed the Beaver Chronicle, published 1in Beaver, Utah,

-

calling it first the "Beaver Barnacle.” Later insult was added to injury

by calling it the "Chronic Hell” for the Miner considered the Chronicle

the organ of the Mormon Church in Southern Utah, It also poked fun at
the Salt Lake Tribune which it called "The Trombone.” The following is an
example: _

For good, square, out and out lying the editor of the Salt Lake
Trombone lays head and ears, especially ears, over any man this
Territory or the Coast ever knew, In fact, he is a bigger liar
than old Tom Pepper ever dare be, and there is more of the ‘'tother
end of an equine in his composition than could be found in a whole
band of Ben Tasker's horses, "Give the devil his due,” you know
even 1f he is tge scrub editor of a scrub newspsper like the Salt
Lake Trombone 3

The Silver Reef Miner further evidenced 1its low esteem of the

anti-Mormon editor of the Salt Lake Tribune by writing:

Some Imaginative Wahoo connected with the Salt Lake Tribune
office has written "an expose” of the Mormon Endowment House
mysteries, and to make the thing appear as if it were really
and truly a "lifting of the veil” by one who has been through
the ecclesiastical mill, the thing is signed "Mrs, G, S. R.,
Nephi, Sept. 24, 1879." Now, honest Injun, Mr, Tribune, wasn't
that long winded and tastefully illustrated "expose” written
right in your own office and by one of your employees?

3631]331' Reef Miner, October 22, 1879.
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And isn't it composed of three-fourths imagination and one-fourth
extract of beadle? And ain't you ashamed of yourself to impose

on the good nature of your readers by printing three or four columns
of such fraudulent trash to the exclusion of all legitimate local

news? Be honest about it, neighbgzi, and astonish yourself by telling
the truth for once in your life.

The Miner became much less strident after its purchase in 1881 by

James N, Louder whose policy it was to put out an excellent paper with much

less name calling. George E. Miles stated that the new editor of the
Silver R_eef Miner was a courageous man who printed what he considered to
be the truth regardless of the impending resul'bs.38 sc.]_. Wixmen was the
last editor of the Silver Reef Miner, which suspended publication early

in 188337

The Great Fire

Almost every mining town seems to have. had its great fire; Siiver
Reef was no exception, The newly organized hook, ladder and bucket
brigade saved the Christy Mill and part of the town when cordwood, valued
at $l,5()0 and belonging to Bishop Crosby of Leeds, was burned. Later the
town was not so fortunate when on May 30, 1879, combustible materials
ignited under the lumber sidewalk near Wiest's Barbarshop. The result

of this fire was & loss of a quarter of million dollars in the heart of

Silver Reef,.

3Ts1lver Reef Miner, October 1, 1879.
3-8George'E'; Miles, personal interview, St. George, Utah, July 29,
1962, Mr. Miles worked at Silver Reef in the 1880s.

39andrew Jenson, (comp.) "Silver Reef"” St, George Stake Records,
S to Z (Church Historian's Office), p. 6.
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Some of the finest establishments in the town were burned to the ground.uo
Captain Lubbock of the Christy Company was sppointed chairman of a com-
mittee to clean up the town and make it fire-proof, Rubbish was cleaned,
stove pipes put in order, and a new fire engine ordered .hl One month
later the Barbee and Walker Mill followed the heart of the town and
burned at an estimated loss of $5O,,OOC),WLL2 Within three weeks another
cons 1d¢ra.ble fraction of Silver Reef disappeared in smoke and flames
again when half of upper China Town burned to the ground, Arson was

suspected. From this time great care was taken to prevent arson and the

Miner suggested that "somebody may yet test the strength of a rope with

the weight of thelr body if things con‘tinued,"hs’ The town and mill were

rebuilt as soon as possible with many improvements made in the process,

China Town

The Chinese of Silver Reef, numbering about one hundred persons,
' bk

provi;ied needed services in restaurants, laundriés, and grocery stores,
They were an interesting people to the residents of Leeds with thelr

queues and unusual dress, Colorful burials were much enjoyed by the

how’ May 31, 1879. Some of the establishments
destroyed were Jacob and Sultan, $8,000; J. H, Cassidy, $8,000; Mat
Coschine, $1,000; Pete Clancey, $2,000; Peter Harrison, $30,000;
I. Schwartz, $10,000; and Mrs, K, Hanrehan, $2,000,

“1p1d., June 25, 1879.

thdem.

*31p1d., July 23, 1879.

“1b1d., May 24, 1879.

gy ————
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Indians, who under the cover of darkness, carried away the foods pleced on
the Chinese graves to fead the departed apiritmh5
The white population held the Chinese in contempt, for their pig
pens, slaughter house and meat markets caused much cursing when the wind

vas blowing the wrong way.hé

They were accused of selling fire water to
the Indians and withholding their services when the city was burning in
the great fire .1”7 Silver Reef miners, along with most of the laboring West
during this period of history, considered Chinese cheap labor one of the
draw backs to the growth of the country. They rejoiced with the passage
of the Federal anti-Chinese legislation of 1882.1"8

Condemnation was also meted out for the comfortable retreats in
China Town for the white devotees of the opium habit which seemed to do
a flourishing business ‘h9 In the Silver Reef Miner is reported the

following:

About 5 o'clo¢k Sunday morning last a frame building owned by China
Joe, was destroyed by fire. The house stood on the east end and north
side of the Centre Street; over the creek and at the time the blaze
broke out the asiatic owner was in bed with a woman, and a white woman
at that, too, The loving couple had barely time to get out of the door
before down came the shebang with & crash, In fact, Joe got out with
his pantaloons in his hand, while his susy anns gained the stireet

h%riger, Saga of Three Towns, p. 98.

6
Silver Reef Miner, August 27, 1881,

h-'
7Ih1d., May 13, 1881,

48
Tbid., March 24, 1882, This legislation suspended for twenty
years the entrance of Chinese laborers into the United States and prohibited
the admission of Chinese to citizenship.

b
9Ibid., January 10, 13880,
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almost as naked as she was born, Both of them were slightly burned.
Under the floor of the building the Chinaman had sometime previously
secreted 142 boxes of opium, worth $15 per box, and the smell arising
from the burning of this drug nauvseated everybody who came within
sniffing distance of it. No one knows how the blaze originated, but
the Chinamesn thinks somebody applied the torch to smoke out him and
his girl, Anyhow, his loss is $2,000 by the fire, and he is now
sloshing around town the maddest Chinaman this side of Hong Kong.50

The Chinese lotteries in Silver Reef continued week in and week
out, but most distasteful of all to the residents of Silvér Reef
was Chimse slavery, The attempt of Hop Lee to return a runaway Chinese
s_la,ve girl to servitude by advertising a reward of $50 for her return
brought this notices to the Silver Reef Miner:

Quite an excitement took place in the Chinese part of town last
Thursday afternoon, caused by the sudden disappearance of one of the
Chinese damsels belonging to Hop Lee and valued at the high price of
$700. A search was made for the womean and she was not found. A
brilliant idea struck Hop-~he would advertize his loss in the Miner
and offer a reward to anyone returning the woman, Wending his way to
the office he gave us an advertisement which read as follows: 'China
woman she leab camp you sabe? You put in papah that me pay $50 and no
questions asked anybody bring her back; me no care, Injun, nigger,
white man, pay em $50." A 1little later some boys found her in a house
hiding and captured her and took her to the Chinese part of town to
Hop Lee and demanded $100 reward., Hop Lee started up town and mede a
complaint to the Sheriff in the following style: "I say I pay $50;
they want $100; I no pay 'em--I say take the gel. In papah office I
say I give $50 to nigger, Injun, white man bring my woman back; d-d
fellows want to get rich at once. You come along.’ On arriving at
Hop's dark domicile the woman's captors were still there, keeping the
Chinaman from taking possession of the disputed property by a free
display of six-shootera., A compromise was soon affected however,
which resulted in the Chinsman paying $50, and the Chinawomen being
returned to her owner--to be again the victim of one of the most
debasing and cruel systems of slavery that ever disgraced the lowest
form of civilization, 1l

0 OSilver Reef Miner, October 29, 1879,

2l1b1d., June 14, 1879,
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Feelings toward the Chinese in 1881 brought about the stoning of

Chinese houses, a practice condemned by the Miner, Without a doubt, the

Chinese were the most misunderstood people of Silver Reef and the fine
services they rendered at the time were little appreciated, Mariger

states that after the decline of Silver Reef, a Chinaman by the name of
Sam Gee came from San Fransisco to exhume all the Chinese dead and ship

their remains in tea chests to the land of their ancestors.’-

The Catholic Church

The Catholic population predominated in Silver Reef due to the large
number of Irish working in the mines and mills., The census of 1880 shows
that about a quarter of the population wes born in Ireland,”3 Many of these
workers had previously lived at Pioche, Nevada, where Father Lawrence Scanlean
wag their priest, Father Scanlan had been born and trained in Ireland and
came to America after his ordination June 28, 1868, He was assigned to be
pastor at Pioche and under his direction, a church and hospital were built,
He won the love of the rowdy mining camp and by holding to a strict teaching
of reform he created a large congregation of faithful followers .5h By the
time Silver Reef was booming Father Scanlan was the missionary rector over

the Salt Lake parish, Silver Reef fell under his Jurisdiction which made

52Mariger, Sage of Three Towns, p. 98.

53Nels Anderson, Desert Saints (Chicago: The University of Chicago
Press, 1942), p. 430, - '

5"’30'931-1—, J. Dwyer, "Pioneer Bishop: Lawrence Scanlan 1843-1915,"
Utah State Historical Quarterly, XX, No. 2 (April 1952), p. 140,



47
Itheh Ca.tholics there very _ha.ppy. In 1877 he visited Silver Reef on horseback
and in 1878 he sent Father Dennis Kiely to be the local priest who soon

reported that the miners were prepared to build a church,

| Father Scanlan visited Silver Reef ageain in November 1878 and
personally directed the raising of funds for the new church, Within
four months a neat, atiractive frame building wes completed and dedicated

8 o5t. J o_hn'a Ct:ﬂ.i:r'v::h.,.55 Services were first celebrated Easter Sunday, 1879,

with the singing of the Missa Cantata,

The first Ca'bhqlic High Mass for the people of Silver Reef was
celebrated. in the St, George Mormon Tabernacle by invitation of the Mormon
authorities, Apostle Erastus Snow and Stake President J, D. T. McAllister,
This took place while the Catholics were waiting for their church to be
completed at Silver Reef, At first, Father Scanlan demurred saying there

could be no appropriate music, but choir leader, John M. McFarlane, told him

that the St. George Mormon choir could render the songs if they had the

music, The music for "Peter's Mass" in Latin was furnished and within two

weeks the Mormon choir was able to sing the Kyrie Eleison, Gloria Credo
in Latin to the satisfaction of everyone concerned.56
The Latter-day Saints in great numbers attended the Catholic Mass

and were very satisfied with the fine manner in which Father Scanlan

55%?: op. E_i_t_u Pe 148

56W. R, Harris, The Catholic Church in Utah (Salt Lake City: The
Intermountain Catholic Press, 1909), p. 332.
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conduc'ted himself ¢5 l He won for himself the esteem and good will of all.
Before the Mass, he explained the meaning of the vestments used and also
preached a sermon teking for his text, "True adorers of God shall adore
Him in spirit a.nd truth,” He started his sermon by making the remarks,

"I think you are wrong, and you think I am wrong, but this should not
prevent us from treating each other with due consideration and respect."58
This incident was a fine experience for the people of St. George who had
been isoclated for many years from contact with other religions.

Even before the Catholic church was completed, a hospital had been
planned, The hospital was started for which the miners agreed to qontribute
one dollar a month to its support; consequently, Father Scanlan requested
five Holy Cross Sisters to staff the hospital, The building was a rough
lumber builaing on & stpne basement foundation with rooms for the Sisters
in the basement, It was ready for operation in September, 1879. T, C.
Porjade met the Sisters, who had come from South Bend, Indiana, in Salt
Lake City and escorted them down to Silver Reef.59 The cost of the
hospital was $2,l’+9,07wa,ll of which was ralsed by donations, Monthly
donations for support of the hospital were $200, which enabled the Sisters

tomake a small addition to the hmpital.,éo Later as the donations became

?TAdalfua R, Whitehead, "Diary,” (typewritten copy in possession of
Edne Bently, St. George, Utahs , P. 42,

583&.1'1'15, op. cit., p. 332.

59Silver Reef Miner, July 23, 1879,

60Tbid,, September 24, 1879.



harder to collect, the hospital had & atruggle.
The average mm'ber of patients was about thirty-seven a year,

Slster M, Euphronsine was Sister Superior assisted by Sister M. Anicetus,

Sister M, Bernard, Sister M, Leonard and Sister M, Benita with Siater

61

M, Bernard as hospital administrator. Father Scanlan was responsible

for the establishment of the rules and regulations for admittance to the

hospital, 62

The Sisters opened a day school, called St, Mary's, in the church
andl there Sister Superior Euphonsine taught, Later Sister Febronia and
Sister Regas replm;ed h_er

After the hospital and the achool were operating, Father Scanlian

returned to Salt Lake and sent Father Heyde to take charge of Silver Reef.é3

He immediately set about to raise money for the construction of a tower far

the church, He did this in part by giving lectures on Rome; the Crusades,

and his travels in Africe for which he charged one dollar per 1eetm.6h

61Mariger, op. cit., p. 114,

62811?91" Reef Miner, Decenber 8, 1880, Rules and Regulations:
l, Admissicns must come provided with a card or ncte from his superine-
tendent to the Sister Superior. 2., Must present to the Sister Superior
8 cerificate from one of the residing physicians satating his sickness,
and at least the testimony of two citizens as to his indigence, 3. No
miner unwilling to have one dollar a month deducted from his wages toward
the maintenance of the hospitel shall have a right to admittance., 4. No
other shall be admitted into the hospital unless willing and giving a
certain assurance that a payment of $10 per week will be made by himself
or friends, 5. No one must enter as a patient into the hospital with-
out having previously given his name, occupation, age and residence of
relatives and friends, to the Sister Superior. '

63311-?-@1«: Reef Miner, October 22, 1879,
&LIbidqg January 315 1'880“
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The tower was constructed by Mormon labor from St. George which caused

some objections, The Silver Reef Miner made the following comments:
While the Miner would of course prefer to see home workmen
patronized in preference to those who deposit thelr tithes in the
Church coffers, still, if those who contributed to the tower fund
are aatiuf:rll'ed to have the work done by Mormons-~-as Father Heyg% Says
they are-- they pays their money and they takes their choice,
In the tower was placed a four hundred pound bell which was "baptized"”
on December 27, 1879.66
_ Father Heyde served as priest for Ploche also which he visited
frequently., He was replaced by Father O'Connor in March, 1881, who in
turn was replaced by Father Thomas Gallager, the last priest to serve in
Silver Reef,

The church, hospital and school rendered fine services to the
'townand these institutions became centers of culture greatly benefiting
the mining community. The choir was the pride of the church, The school
supplied, In form of programs and drames, soclal benefite for the youth as
well as adults. As Silver Reef declined, there were no longer enough
miners to support the hospital, so in 1883 it was closed, The sisters

were recalled to Salt Lake City.,67

Protestant Religions
The Protestants were represented in Silver Reef by many faiths,

65811ver Reef Miner, Hwember‘ 29, 1879.

66Ibid., December 27, 1879, "Baptism of the new bell will be
solemnized at the Cetholic Church tomorrow at T:00."

67Dwyer, op. cit., p. 149
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most of which vere never well established. The Protestant population was

probably never large enough in eny one denominstion to justify a bullding.

A Protestant Episcopal parish was established by Bishop Tuttle of
Salt Lake City and named “Gmce Church” but neither was a chapel built
nor & minister named, The church simply functioned by ministers visiting
from Salt Lake .68

In 1881 the Presbyterians organized a church at Silver Reef with
Rev, E, N, Murphy of Chicago as resident minister., He worked with Arthur
B. Corte who spent most of his time with mission schools in St, George,
Washington, and Toquerville where attempts were made to convert Mormons.

The Silver Reef Miner reported it in this manner:

Services were held at Citizens Hall on Saturday. Reverends Corte
and Murphy officiating. The attendance was very large., Some hed to
stand, Mr Murphy will continue his labor here, and Mr, Corte will

continue to gestle with the ungodly at St. George and surrounding
settlements,

These mission schools enrolled a few Mormon children in each town
but féiied to convert anyone. It was reported that ten scholars were
enrolled in the Presbyterian school, taught by Miss Fanny R. Burke, at

Toquerville, Presbyterian meetings were usually held in the school house

and a fine cholr was organized to meet their needa.70
Sentiments in mining towns were not always favorable to religion.

Comments from the Pioche Record reveal the feelings of some:

68
69

Silver Reef Miner, April 17, 1880,

Ibid., May 25, 1881,

TOI'b id., February 11, 1881,
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Rev. Arthur B, Corte lectured in the School House the other evening
on 'Religious Difficulties, and How to Meet Them." With due difference
to Mr, Corte who is undoubtedly conscientious in his effort to do good,

we are pained to say that the lecture w?i utterly without point, poorly
rendered and dishwatery in the extreme. ' _

Rev, Murphy was highly respected at Silver Reef and remained there until
the failure of the mills at which time he moved to Mt, Pleasant. (<
Many ministers of various churches stopped to preach in Silver Reef

but never made permanent establishments, Rev., Frank D, Sankey of the
_‘Sa.lvation Army passed through Silver Reef with the corps of workers,
winning 'bhe‘__ following comment from the Silver Reef Miner:
Several citizens have been fixing up their shot-guns during the past
week, and the probabilities are that the Rev. Frank D, Sgnkey's corps

of the Salvation Army, who made the angels (spirits) weep with their

melodious racket the other night, will be very careful in their future
operat ions_ . 3

In addition to the already mentioned sects, the followers of the
Re-ferganized Church of Jesus Christ were active in Silver Reef for a time

while trying to convert the Utah Mormons,

Mormon Church Activities

Utah Mormons made an attempt of proselyting among the Gentiles by

hcolding meetings every week in Silver Reef. Missionaries for this purpose

came from St, George, Leeds and Toquerville, These meetings were held

7]'P:'Lc:u::he Record, February 19, 1881,

72Wain Sutton, Uteh Centennial History, II (New York: Lewis
Historical Publishing Co., 1949) s P E5.

T38i1ver Reef Miner , May 1, 1880,
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weekly during most of the history of the town but with very little success,
At times large numbers turned out to hear the Mormons teach, but meetings
vere discontinued because of lack of attendsnce, In a letter written by
Bishop George H. Crosby of Leeds to the St, George Stake President, we find
the fol_lowing:

Dear Brother McAllister:

I received a card from Brother Joseph Orton stating that he and
fellow missionaries would be at Silver Reef to hold meetings on
Thursday, 26th inst, and I write to say that, in my opinion, (in
which Brother Wixom is agreed) I would not send any more at present;
as Brother Wixom gave out general notice; had the house lighted, etc,
and not one soul came, except the brethren from Toquerville, Brother
Wixom states this has been the case for two or more meetings, and I
think it labor thrown away, But I will do my part, if you think best
to try again, It cost something to get the house lighted, etc,, and
I feel that we have done enough for them when not one soul will come
out,

Please let me know soon what we had bettﬁr do; also, let Brother
Orton know as I have not answered his card.l

In keeping with the foregoing, the meetlings were suspended,

Public School

Plans to develop a public school in Silver Reef started in 1879 when
the Silver Reef and Leeds school districjb elected A, T. Moore, W, P. Poole
and Peter Harrison as truste-e-_s 12 At that time it was determined that
there were gseventy-five children of school_ age between six and seventeen

years residing in Silver Reef.76 In January, 1880, the Miner requested tle

71‘Jenaon, op. cit.
75311ver Reef Miner, October 15, 1879.

76Idem .
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trustees to resign, stating that proper amnouncement of their candidacy

had not been given before the election, The Miner opposed raising money

for the school until they resigned.T!

The Silvjer Reef Educational Soclety held a meeting in the Harrison
House in February, 1880, and elected J, A, Turrill, R. T. Gillesple,
Julius Sultan, Julius Wagner and A, T. Moore as trustees. They made
abortive plans to build a twenty-five feet by fifty feet school house.

Another organization was effected in June, 1880, wherein Patrick Clark
was elected for a one year term; Dr. C. Mantor for a two year term; and Cal.
E, A, Wall for a three year term as school trustees.79 Under these
trustees a school house was completed with public donations and readied far
occupancy in January, 1801. Miss Carrie Walker was the first teacher-
principal and seventy pupils were registered. Miss Walker proved to be an
excellent teacher and the school soon bullt a good reputation, The school
was free of tultion and money was raised by entertaimments and donations of
social groups as well as private contributions,.

Since the following school term started in October with eighty-five

students, Mrs, Ada Hall and Miss Minnie Carbis were added to the fac::ru,l'I:.yu..m

A school tax of one percent on property owners residing in Silver Reef weas

voted by unanimous vote for the support of the school, G, W, Morehouse

- Tlg41ver Reef Miner, January 2%, 1880,

78Ibie:!._,\,, Febmary 7, 1880,
79Ibid., June 15, 1880,

BOIhid., December 31, 1861,
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was appointed to collect the tex which proved to be a rather difficult

fete to acccmplish.81 Property of non-resident owners, including all the
mining companies, could not be taxed for school purposes.82 Mrs, Ada Hall
was replaced by Miss Bernetta Halpin, in May, 1882, for fhe remainder of
the term and at the end of the school year Miss Carrie Walker resigned
her poaition as school principal.

-Statement of receipts and expenditures for the school year ending

June 30, 1882, were as follows:

Received from school tax $ 777.20
Received from county 148,80
Received from concert 164,80
Received from dramatic entertainment 106,00
Received from mining companies 96 .00
$1,292.80
Paid for teachers $ 937.80 8
Collecting tax 55,00 O3

For the term startingOctober 14, 1882, with an enrollment of sixty
pupils, J, W, Martin was the new teacher and he was assisted by his wife.
With the decline of Silver Reef;, the school house was removed to Leeds }\f

where it was used for many years and still stands today.s‘!*

_S_gc ial Life

The soclal rounds of the Silver Reef miners included horse racing,

81Si]:a'rer Reef Miner, October 11, 1881,
82

Tbid,, June 10, 1882,

83 Idem,

84
Mariger, Saga of Three Towns, p. 98,
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shooting matches, cock fighting, drama, with drinking and gambling in the
saloons, It was quite natural that onme of the first sports to be found
was horse racing. -T_hia sport was developed to quite a high degree with
people from all over southern Utah in attendance, The first race was held
in April, 1877, and was preceded by s foot race, sack race and wheelbarrow
rece with the Indians, The big attraction was single dash of a half-mile
for a purse of $100, The entries were: Lizzard, the favorite, owned by
Scott; animals owned by Al Gr&nt , Bd Clark, Henry C_larki,George Boyd;

together with two Mormon mustangs. The Ploche Record reported the race:

J. B, Van Hagen acted as judge. Clark's and Scott's animels were
the favorites in the pools sold, Boyd's horse got the start and kept
it up until near the end, when one of the Mormon mustangs caught up
and passed Boyd's animal in a jiffy, wimming the race and the purse,
and causing the pool money to steer clear from what was though to be
its legitimate destination., All the pools were paid the same night
in John Cassidy's saloon, So endeth the figst but we hope not the
last horse race at the town of Silver Reef.®”

The sweepstake purse at the Silver Reef track at times was as high
as $600 which attracted & great number of racing people. Foot races
between squaws and buck Ind.ians- were often held as preliminaries to the
races, On one occasion a fight between a half-grown lynx and s number of

dogs was held in which the lynx was beaten.86

Shooting matches were also
held at the race track and were very popular for a time., Col, E. A, Wall
became known as the outstanding marksmen at Silver Reef, These activities

resulted in the formation of a rifle club.

85Pioche Record, April 28,_ 1877.

86Silver Reef Miner, February 14, 1880,
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One popular place for dances was Welte'’'s Beer Gardens where the Santa
Clara Brass Band first played and later the Silver Reef Brass Band., After
the school house was completed, most of the finer dances, such as the Calico
Ball, the Masons's Ball, or the 0dd Fellows Ball, were held in that build-
Ing. cher dancing places included the Metropolitan Dance Hall and the
Alhambra Hall where the hurdy-gurdy dances took place.87

Some form of entertainment always appeared avallable--either from
vaudeville troupes coming through, local drasma clubs, or vocal and instru-
mental concerts, Organization of the Social Dancing Club, Literary Soclety
and the Drama Club show the interest and desire to bring culture of high
quality into the town, The free public school and the Catholic echool
provided much of the entertainment in the areas of spelling bees, programs,
and dramsa,

Social life at its highest seemed to be centered around the lodges
of the Masons, and the 0dd Fellows (both had large memberships) and the
Good Fellowship., In 1879, J. B, Van Hagen was elected president of the
Masonic Association, with H. S, Lubbock, vice-presiderit ; Gibson Cleark,
secretary; W. T. Barbee, treasurer; and N. E. Rice, tyle:c'.m88 During the
following year permanent organization of the 0dd Fellows was effected with

J. M. Lynch, president; Michael Griffin, vice-president; George Miller,

87The favorite place of entertainment for the miners was the saloon

where men could dance sometimes with the hurdy-gurdy girls (ordinarily not
prostitutes) provided by the house.

88Silwcrer Reef Miner, June 21, 1879,

)
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treasurer; and C. ¥, Bowen, secretary.89 In addition, the Good Fellowship
Lodge No. 6 Ancient Order of United Workmen was organized with Gibson
Clark, M, W,; and J, N, Louder, recorder.9o A reading room for the latter
club was established at Silver Reef,

Althes Gregerson Hafen, daughter of Andrew F, Gregerson, prominent
freighter of Silver Reef, indicated that Silver Reef had its social elite

enjoying all the fashinable finery of the day.9l

Anti-Social Problems

A difference of opinion exists concerning the rowdiness of Silver
Reef, OSome reports say it was one of the tamest and cleanest towns in the
West; while others say it was as rough as any mining town of that period,9?
There is no question that violent crimes were conmon at Silver Reef, 1In
the eg,rly days claim jumping caused some trouble; therefore, a conmittee

was organized to deal with the problem, The Pioche Record recorded the

following citizens' meeting:

A meeting of the law abiding citizens of the Harrisburg Mining
District was held Jan 25th 1876. . . to take into consideration the
propriety of organizing a mutual protective soclety of miners league
to protect the legal rights of all parties Iinterest in mines or lands
in Harrisburg Mining District and vicinity., Judge W. H, Crawford of
Washington was elected chairman of the meeting, T, Y, McNally was
elected secretary. W. T, Barbee stated--a report had widely circula-
ted that certain parties were unlawfully relocating or Jjumping mines.
. « « W, T, Barbee offered the following preamble and resolution:

898:?.1*53?@::1? Reef Miner, October 13, 1880,
901bid., December 16, 1880.

71p1thee G, Hafen, personal interview, St. George, Utah, July 29, 1962,
7“Rex Sterling, personal interview, Hurricene, Uteh, August 5, 1962.
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"Where as it has been currently reported that certain parties are now

in this district who avow their intention to jump and relocate mining
claims and who are, as it 1s currently reported, tearing down monuments
and destroying mining notices and, as we are led to believe, are deter-
mined to run this district by force of arms, and whereas such proceed-

. ings would he detrimental to the mining and other interests of this
district, and would in all probability end in a reign of terror and
- bloddshed in our midst, Resolved, that we deprecate any acts of law-
lessness and violence and that we respectfully request any perty or
parties that they refrain from encroaching upon the legal rights of
any citizen., Resolved that we submit to the arbitration of laws of
our country in ragard to the possession and title of our lands and
mining property,”?3

Nevertheless ) 8 mnn}ﬁer of claims were Jumped with resulting gun play.

Qne of the great nulsances of the camp was the mining épe’culators
who _represented themselves as agents for wealthy men, supposedly willing
m ready to advance money and credit. They would succeed in getting
mines bonded to themselves for = period of three to six months, They
wou_ld ap_proa.ch new arrivals with the object of selling them into partner-
ship in the bond, providing the stranger would advance them money enough
to pay for board and whisky for a month or s<::~...9h

Sinqg the city was never incorporated, problems arose due to the
lack of edequateilew enforcement, In 1881 and 1882 a rowdy element began
to operate in Silver Reef following the strike, They would rob miners's

cabins by day and celebrate with rowdyism by night. The .Hiner reported that

"It has come to the point where almost nightly and even in broad daylight
peaceable citizens are bushwacked and eassaulted for the slightest cause or

provocation, Lawlessness and hoodlumism go unrestrained. The officers

93Pioche Record, February 2, 1876,

M1nia,, May 5, 1877.



lack either the courage or incentive to act.95 It is also reported:

Almost dally and nightly occurrences of the most disgraceful and
violent character are witnessed upon our streets and about our popular
resorts., Life and property seem at the mercy of the lawless class,
who in open day plunder unprotected dwellings and resort to unrestrained
violence, and make night a bedlam scene of bloodshed and riot, This
condition of things is growing moggtonoua In the extreme, and coming

ag 1t does from new importations,

The problem seems to have been brought under control considerably
by the efforts of James Louder in his articles in the Silver Reef Miner,
but a rough element continued operations until the decline of the town.,

A poorly timed stage robbery occurred a few miles from Silver Reef
once when Andy Clothier was driving the stage coach. The stage coach was
st;olapgd and the Wells Fargo Company treasure box, containing only fifteen
dollars, was handed over to the bandits. The largest robbery cormitted wes
the one in which $1 , 000 worth of bullion was taken from the Barbee Mill,
C., Blake Boyden, mill foreman, was accused of the deed,

Suicide was common at Silveri Reef--at least six In six years were
reported. The Pioche Record gave the account of the second incident in
this manner:

We have had another sulcide--that of & man named Tom Stevens, An

overdose of morphine was the means employed. He was an Englishman by

birth and worked for the Leeds Mining Company, This is the second
sulcide, which was a grand success .’

Murder was even more common than suicide with at least ten men losing

79S1lver Reef Miner, October 1, 1881,

96Ibid., October 15, 1881.

97Pioche Record, May 5, 1877.
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their lives 1in six years, The first Incident occurred when Pete Deegan
was killed by John Carnes, a barkeeper, The fatal fracas occurred in
French's saloon where Carnes was employed, Deegan had made some remarks,
which were offensive to Carnes, about a woman, Dolly Varden, Deegan was
ﬁenrned not to repeat them, but the words were repeated and this led to &
quarrel, Deegan picked up & tumbler, hit Carnes with it, and then started

to run, Carnes then shot Deegan twice, killing him.98

The most notorious murder at Silver Reef was that of Michael Carbis.
which grew out of strong feelings between the Irish and Cornish miners.
The Irish were at Silver Reef first, but a number of mine bosses considered
them trouble makers and preferred the Cornish miners when they entered the
cemp.

Col, W, I, Allen, superintendent of the Stormont, was one who
preferred the Cornish miners and replaced the Irish at every opportunity.
Col. Allen gave instructions to Carbis, the shift-boss in the California
Mine, to get rid of Tom Forrest whom he considered a trouble maker.99 The
day after Forrest was fired, he accosted Carbis while he was proceeding to
work and invited him at the muzzle of a six-shooter into a cabin to settle
with him, Mr, Carbis replied that he had no settlement to make, that he
wanted nothing to do with him, Forrest placed the pistol in his pocket and
drew a long dagger from its sheath, rushed upon Carbis and stabbed him in

the right side, then ran, Forrest hid in the Tecumseh mine tunnel where he

98pioche Record, August 3, 1878.

99Mariger, oage of Three Towns, p. 99.
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was tracked down with the aid of Indians, arrested by Deputy Sheriff Hoag,
and placed in the City jail. Carbis died at five o'clock that evening,

The Pioche Becord_ reported his burial as follows:

Michael Carbis was buried on Tuesday, October 5th, by the Masonic
Agssoclation, of which he was a member, The 0dd Fellows Associlation
also turned out in full force, The mines and the mills were all
cloged down for the day. Over 500 people followed the body of
Mr, Carbis to the grave, The Masonic burial service was read in an
impressive manner by Mr, Edward Cutts, The greatest sympathy is
felt by all for the bereaved family.léo

On the seame day of the burial, Tom Forrest was taken by Sheriff
Hardy to S5t. George and placed in the county jail. About three o'clock
the next morning, Sheriff Hardy was walking in front of the jall while
Frank Bently was on guard in front of the cell in which Forrest was con-
fined, Suddenly Sheriff Hardy was surrounded by about fifty masked and
armed men who demanded the keys of the jail. Upon Hardy's refusing to give
up the keys, they covered him with shotguns and pistols, threw him to the
gmund and took the keys., Upon entering the jail, they disarmed Bently am
put a rope around Forrest's neck, They dragged him out and undertook to
hang him on a telegraph pole in front of the building. This act being
unsuccessful, they took Forrest to a cottonwood tree about a block from the

jail:, flung the rope over a strong limb and hasuled him up. The Pioche

Record stated, "Justice, swift and sure, was meted out to him, although

without the sanction of the law courts 0L e body of Forrest was given

a decent burial in the cemetery at St, George. The Mormons of St. George

lOoPioche Record, October 9, 1880,

10l1pid., October 12, 1880.
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were horrified by the incident, h

Another Silver Reef tragedy was the Dlamond-Truby duel, & product
of Col. E. A, Wal]_.'s financlal troubles which resulted when the vein in
his Kenner mine came to an end due to a fault, Col, Wall was unable to
meet a large indebtedness to the Christy Company; subsequently, Captain
Lubbock of the Christy Company brought sult to dispossess Col, Wall,
Pending a final decision, the Court issued an order closing the mine.
Deputy U, 5. Marshal John Diemond served the papers to Jack Truby, foreman
of the Kenner, and tried to enter the mine, Truby stopped him saying that
they would obey the order of the court, but, he had no authority to enter
the mine., The admonitlion to get off and stay off brought a bitter feeling
between the two men, Within a few days at a session of the Justice of the
Peace Court, Truby entered with his hat on, Diamond ordered him to take it
off, whereby Truby invited him outside to repeat his words, As Diamond
stepped out he asked for Truby's gun, Truby sterted shooting his 41 caliber
pistpl end Diasmond returned the fire also with a .41 caliber pistol, Both
men were killed; both hed several wounds of .41 and .45 caliber pistol slugs

indicating that more than one man was shooting on each side .102

Another double killing was that of Harry Clark and a faro dealer named
Saxey, W_hile playing cards, each_ accused the other of cheating and drew

their guns simultaneously. Both were shot in the heart_.103
The William Rafferty killing shows the lynch spirit that existed

102George E, Miles, personal interview.

103Mariger, Sage of Three Towns, p. 102,
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at Silver Reef, Herbert Steele was employed by the Silver Reef Miner until
he went on a drunken debauch and was fired, Soocn after, he was at Cassidy's
saloon, where Le began wrangling over the payment of some drinks, The

Miner reported John Quillan's version of the incident as follows:

I called Steele back and teld him we were not in the habit of keeping
accounts and that we did not do a credit business. He then told me he
did not owe me more than a half dollar; some words passed between us,
and he sald that I had acted the dirty, d--d sucker with him about that
fifty cents-=this was repeated three cor four times, I finally told him
I think I em pretty resar as good a man as you are, He said, that may
be, but you treated me like a d--d dirty sucker, I then struck him in
the face, he kind of staggered back, and I was following him up when
I heard the report of & pistol., I rushed in on him and tried Eo get
the pistol from him, and szveral of the boys got around h:im..lo
Ag a result of the fighting, William Rafferty, an innocent bystander
was killed, Immediately after the arraignment of Herbert Steele in the
Justice's Court, a crowd gathered on the corner of Main and Center streets
for the purpose of taking summery vengeance upon Rafferty's slayer. At
this time, Captain Henry Lubtock daghed up on his pecer aud urged ths
people to commit no rash act that would disgrace them and the camp, but
to stand for lew and ordsr, Father Galligan then urged the peosple to do
no murder.lo5 The illegal proceeding gradually icost ite momentun, and after
several hourg devoted to discussion, wise counsel was allowed to prevail
and the crowd melted away.

The aztes of men such as Hank Parish, who worked in the Christy

Company indicstes somewhat of the law problem at Silver Reef, DParish was

thSilver Reef Miner, February 4, 1882,

10pendieton, "Memories of Silver Reef," p. 103.
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reported to have killed nineteen men in his day, one of these being at Piloche.
Most citizens were afraid of him especially when he was drunk and tried to
bully people .106 -

Another character of ill fame was J, A. Bateson who attempted to
kill. the Catholic priest. When apprehended he said that he regretted that

he had failed and further stated, "I inteded to kill him at the al’c&r."loT
Silver Reef was probably much like other mining towns of this period;
however, 1t may have had more problems due to inadequate law enforcement,
Lawvlessness apparently increased as the town grew older, Augustus P, Hardy,
Washington County sheriff, was highly respected by Mormons and non-Mormons.
In spite of living some twenty miles away, he courageously carried out his

respanafbilities.loa

Stories and Legends
The uniqueness of sgilver in sandstone has fired the imagination of

meny, A number of storlies connected with sandstone silver have further

V4

romanced Silver Reef, Most commonly told is the Grindstone story.

It is related that silver was first found in sandstone when a
resident of Leeds made grindstones from slsbs quarried from what later
became the famous Tecumseh Ledge. Hhile they were being peddled in Ploche,

Nevada, one grindstone fell from a wagon and broke in half, ©Some of the

lOGGeorge E, Miles, personal interview,.

107g41ver Reet Miner, August 21, 1880,

08
1 George E, Miles, personal interview.
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miners in the area took part of the grindstone to be used in a test of
the honesty of a local assayer whom they called "Metaliferous Murphy." He
had been thus named because he found precilous metals In almost everything
he tested, The miners pulverized a piece of the grindstone and gave it
to "Metaliferous” to assay for precious metals. His returne showed two
hundred ounces of silve'r per ton, To the mmers this was proof that he
was crooked because everyone knew that sliver was never found in sandstone.
One version of the story says that the enraged miners took "Metaliferous”
out and hanged him, Another version states that he was told to leave town
while the going was good, and since having found the source of the sand-
stone, he went to Leeds and located the rich silver dezaosit.log Mariger
states that her father who lived at Leeds knows this story to be basically
true and that the grindstones were made by Alma Angell and sold in Pioche
'by & man nemed Jennings, Murphy did come to lLeeds but mining operatiocns
r were elreedy under way when he arrived.llo She also stated that Alec
Colbath and John Kemple, Jr., knew the story to be true.lll George E, Miles
who lived in Silver Reef in 1881 until 1883 states that he never heard the
story while he worked there; further, if it were true, it was not the

12

original discovery of Silver Reef.l '

109pendleton, "Memories of Silver Reef,” p. 104,
noMariger 5 perao;ml interview,

lllMa.riger, .Saga‘_of Three Towns, p. ok,
llEGeorge E, Miles, personal Ilnterview,
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Another story tells of a stranger who, while passing through, was
ceught in a bad storm. He asked for shelter at one of the houses of the
settlers in Leeds, and while standing over the fire place warming himself,
he noticed drops of white metel ocozing out from the sandstone rocks which
made up the flreplace, He picked some of these drops up and after finding
where the sandstone had come from, he ran out into the night to take the
drops to & place where they could be tested. He found them to be silver

_and had no trouble locating a claim.ll3 This story is doubted because

the identity of the stranger has never been established .

The frog story brought interesting speculation to the miners of

Silver Reef in 1881, The story as told by the Silver Reef Miner is as
follows:

A live frog was found in the Barbee and Walker mine at a depth of
360 feet from the surface, The miner who found him said, "I hed put
off a blast and cleared away the rock and was spotting a place for
snother hole with a pick; but the rock appearing somewhat soft, 1
continued to pick and opened up a cavity about as large as my fist,
and out jumped the frog.” It was well developed, natural-looking
lively frog sbout two inches in length. A careful inspection
revealed the fact that it had no mouth, After 36 hours it exp:l.::'ned.,...llhL

The frog was on displey at the Miner's office and a number of guesses were

made as to how long it had been entombed in the sandstone,

The Petrified Forest Cave story, recorded by the Pioche Record,
tells of Henry Freudenthal and Louils Hassell, chloriders in the Thompson

and McNally mine, who were putting a hole Into unusually bare rock when

113pendleton, "Memories of Silver Reef," p. 105.

‘111’8111.'31' Reef Miner, August 27, 1681,
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suddenly the entire face of the drift before them gave way into & black
abyss two hundred feet deep., Mr. Hassell, who was turning the drill at the
time, instantly sprang backward thereby saving himself from being carried
dowvnward with the huge mass of rock, They were astonished at the lmmense
cave before them, Two hundred feet overhead could be seen by candle~light,
the dome-like ceiling, Two hundred feet below, firm and upright, stood a
forest of huge trees, Ropes wére procured and the chloriders descended
Into the forest which was found to be petrified., On some of the trees
strange characters were inscribed, Verious mosses, also petrifications
appearing green and life-like, covered the ground, All these petrifica-
tions carried silver__ assaying as high as $200 per ton, A number of
pgg_ople vis itgd the cave including Judge A, H, Parker, Mining Engimear...ll’j
The petrifications of course were mined for their silver thus destroying
the remarkable cave, Many petrified materials which often ran high in

silver content, were found at Silver Reef,

11opioche Record, January 1, 1881,




CHAPTER IV
MORMON-GENTILE RELATIONS

The Gentiles soon let it be known that they opposed the Mormon
suthority in Utah and the practice of the Mormon Church in genersl,
One may draw 6 general conclusion from many articles in both the Silver
Reef Miner and Ploche Record newspapers as to the expressions of the
Gentiles ' attitudes as follows: certain elements openly made fun of the
Mcormon people and their ways; leaders of the Church were extensively
ridiculed; the temple and what it stood for was ridiculed; bitter oppos-
itqion_to the practice of polygamy; suport of any program to take local
pclitical control from the Saints; belief that the local county author-
ities were misappropriating public funds,

That the ordinary Saint was at best deceived, that he was a ool
of the Priesthood, and at hwcrst , that he was & slave of the Church was
accepted by many without guestion. The name "Yaps” was attached to

the Mormon boys and many a good Jjoke was passed about the local fellow's

ignorance .l

The Gentiles were contemptuous of the Mormons' lack of sympathy
with mining, To them a people who would not support this activity could
hardly be imagined, When they heard that the leaders of the Church hed

said that the mines would be opened in the Lord's due time, they stated

J'Ma.riger , personal interview,
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that "Barbee had brought the time with him--that Christ was too slow,"@

The following record indicates that the Gentiles keenly observed
and commented upon the activities of the Genersl Authorities of the Mormon

Church:

The "Twelve Apostles' passed through Leeds today on their way down,
not dressed as were the "Apostles” of old with sandals and gowns and
wading knee deep through the sands deseret, none of them hungry or
thirsty; on the contrary, they came along in style, riding through
Leeds in seven carriages, drawn by blooded stock, They look fat and
s8lick, dressed up in the good, old fashioned farmer style, and if
their saintly noses do not belie them Dixie wine tells its ta.le.3

As JohnTaylor, Orson Pratt and Brigham Young, Jr., traveled through

southern Utah, the Silver Reef Miner commented: "0f course, they will not
fail to teke in the Reef, and as the hurdy-house will be running by the
time they get down here, the girls will no doubt make it lively for the

revelation sharps end show them how to make the tithing ﬂy."h

The miners
et Silver Reef felt that the Mormons had no right to show indignity et the
"wicked" conditions there when they themselves practiced pcalygam.5

| To the miners the teachings of the Church were out and out lies as

shown by & letter of Isaac Duffin of Toquerville, a missionary to England,
According to the letter, Duffin had blessed & child and by so doing, its

arm hed been healed, The Silver Reef Miner commented: ", ., , he had

never performed a miracle in Utah and it shows that Mormons are composed

2Pioche ‘Record, April 24, 1879.

31bid., April 7, 1877.

hSilver Reef Miner, Hmmb’er 15, 1879.

2Piochs Record, November 20, 1880,
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of two classes--knaves and fools, and under no other circumstances would

such brazen falsehoods be tolerated,,"é

With the rapid growth of Silver Reef came the idea that the
Gentiles would soon be able to out-vote the local Saints sand take over

control of the county. This weas expressed by Barbee in a letter to the

_S_za.lt Lake Daily Tribune:

It is estimated that by spring at least six thousand people will
have gathered at Leeds and Togquerville and then look for gentile rule
in Washington and Kane Counties, A gentile probate judge setting up
his office between the prophet's tithing house and the temple in
St. George would likely have a2 bad effect on the old bilk's health.
HEurrah for Leeds and her hardy miners who braved the prophet's
bowie=-knife, and laid the foundations for a prospercus gentile com-
munity<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>